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Kick out the Tories in ‘87!

workers
took
power
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By Eric Heffer MP

““There can be no disguising
the fact that the loss of Green-
wich is a setback for Labour.
We should have held it and,
with the unpopularity of Mrs
Thatcher and the government,

i £ B i { =% = ' AV / B = | Labour should have won the
| - | Frone - - - . b L & 2 seat with an increased majori-
Rosie Barnes: victorious closet ty

Tory. Photo Jez Coulson, IFL. Al of us ifi the Party aiist: feel
very sorry for Deirdre Wood and
for all those who worked so hard
in the campaign. Deirdre was the
victim of a real dirty tricks cam-
paign and did not deserve such
treatment. She stood by her .
beliefs and in no way is responsi-
ble for losing the seat.

It must be understood that
despite the campaign against her,
Labour’s vote did not collapse.
We actually lost 1,685 votes from
the General Election figures. The
Tories were the real losers. They
lost 8,298, and the SDP gained
9,504. It is obvious that the bulk
of their gains were from the
Tories.

Policies

Having said that, Labour .
should have won and therefore
there are lessons to be learned. We
must have clear distinctive
socialist policies. If we seek to ap-
pear little different*from the SDP,
then it is they who gain, not
Labour.

Dr. Owen has said that Labour
suffers from its deep ideological
nature. He is wrong. It is precisely
clear bold socialist policies that
are needed, which in real terms are
the only ones which can begin to
deal with Britain’s crisis due to the
present economic system, ag-
gravated By Thatcher’s policies.

If Labour appears to be back-

The SDP/Liberal Alliance are on the crest of a
wave, winning support with the claim that they |
represent something new in politics. But they
are no alternative to the Tories. In fact, in r

The SDP are as commit- s * -
ted to nuclear weapons as | -
the Tories. By Gerry Bates
The Liberals are an old

Photomontage Cath Tate
some ways they are worse.

David Owen denounced Thatcher as fo0o soft
on the NUM during the miners’ strike. Last
week the SDP told the Tories that they were in-
fashioned bosses’ party. and defended it to the hilt.
Their record when they Since leaving the Labour
have had power — for ex- Party, he has tried to outdo
ample in Liverpool before the Tories as most

troducing their new anti-union laws too late.
the present Labour ad- outspoken opponent of

ministration — proves it. trade union and workers’ tracking ‘and is not forthright,
rights. clear and bold — if we sound a

Careerists The SDP and the Liberals cracked note by pussy-footing

around — then voters begin to

are bosses’ parties, like the
The SDP are a bunch of  Tories. No one should be

careerists . who fled the fopled into voting for them.

believe that we are purely oppor-
tunist rather than determined to
change things on their behalf.

It is not the left-wing candidates
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Labour Party i 19_81 Or fooled into ‘tactical fighting for socialist than a Labour government that lose elections. It should be
because they didn’t like yoting’. policies. But despite Kin- hamstrung by the SDP and J recalled that when Tony Benn
rank-and-file democracy. Labour votes surrendered  nock, the Labour Party is Liberals. IDREUE Shouc Rid . S

David Owen, when he to the SDP will not be the party of the trade We need a big push to get would IDSEE: :e{_wTuclﬁlycaSSgdits
was Labour Foreign repaid. ‘Tactical voting’ unions. A majority Labour Labour into office. and a ] L2bours vote, winning back votes
Minister, supplied arms t0  wj]l do Labour no good. government will be easier to  campaign to fight for work- | ' ™ ‘¢ 1983 General Election.
the savage Shah of Iran — Neil Kinnock 1s not put pressure on from below ing class interests. Turn to page 2
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P R E S S
GANG
The tactical
voting gang

TODAY’s jolly poster, ‘“Would
Britain be better off with a hung
parliament?’’, showed Thatcher,
Kinnock and Owen strung up as
though by a lynch mob of outrag-
ed electors. It did not go down
very well with the Advertising
Standards Authority.

They decided that it offended
against ‘‘standards of decency and
propriety that are generally ac-
cepted’’. David Steel was, apparent-
ly, most put out — perhaps because a
close inspection of the poster reveal-
ed a pocket-sized Liberal leader
hanging from Dr Owen’s necktie.

Steel should not have been upset,
though: after all, this particular
lynch-mob would have been led by
Alliance supporters. And if, in their
enthusiasm to mete out suminary
justice, the boys had mistakenly
strung up the two Davids, you could
be sure that a voice from the crowd
would shout: ‘“Hold on a minute —
those two are on our side. Cut them
down!”’

Yes, the Tactical Voting gang are
in town, and Today aims L0 moOsey on
down to the corral and kinda muscle
in as their mouthpiece.

On Saturday, following the Green-
wich by-election, Today left its
readers in no doubt as to where it
stands: ‘“The message of Greenwich
sounds loud and clear. Tactical
voting can work. Voters can think for
themselves. The rusting tentacles of
the Tory and Labour Parties can be
prised away from the levers of
governmental power.”’

The editorial went on to enthuse
about ‘‘a bright new range of pro-
spects for Britain’s politics’’, and “‘a
new mood in the air, a new will-
ingness to get away from the bleak
and stultifying alternatives of the old
politics™.

By Jim Denham

In a friendly crescendo of pork-
barrelled tub-thumping, the editorial
continued: ““That must be the aim
now. To keep up the momentum of
Greenwich. To let the sparks jump
from there to the Truro by-election
next month and to fan the flame of
new political thinking and the poten-
tial of tactical voting all the way to
the general election’.

The Guardian, of course, wouldn’t
want to be part of no lynchin’. But
we share your feelin’s. Though
maybe we should cut down the Kin-
nock boy as well: “‘A Conservative
defeat requires two things.

““First, and most 1mportant, a
revived Labour Party... Second, it
needs a revived Alliance, which we
did not have before Greenwich.

““He who wills the end must also
will the means. If Greenwich is the
means, then that will do nicely’".

Sunday’s Observer took a similar
line: ““Those... who wish above all to
see an end to Thatcherism still have
one chance of deliverance left. It is
that the Labour Party contrives to
hold on to some 36 per cent of the na-
tional vote, that the Alliance
manages to advance to some 28-29
per cent — leaving the Conservatives
out in the cold”.

Oh yes, the Kinnock boy: he
should be cut down and saved for a
fair trial in front of the electorate,
before ‘“‘making way for Mr John
Smith’’.

The funny thing about this mob is
that they don’t seem to be in favour
of anything — just opposed both to
the continuation of the Thatcher
regime and to a majority Labour
government. They want people to
vote against a party rather than for
one. Well, 1 guess they’re like all
lynch mobs. Just frightened little folk
gettin’ all riled up and lashin’ out on
all sides.

Police

 STEVEN Shaw, a former Man-
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= chester University student who

has been beaten up several times
by the police, is now being charg-
ed with ‘attempting to pervert the
course of justice’.

This is an extremely serious charge.

There is no maximum sentence.

The Police Complaints Authority

i report comes to 45,000 pages, but its

e

i Late in February Brazil’s govern-
: ment told all Brazilian oil tankers
i jn foreign ports to take to the
i high seas so that they could not
i pe seized. Shortly afterwards

i Brazil

stopped all interest

i payments on its medium ferm
2 and long term foreign debt.

i foreign banks,

Brazil owes over $100 billion to
out of Latin

é*;:; America’s total of $380 billion. Since
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. the onset of the ‘debt crisis’ in the

ar on Want deliver a protest letter to Lloyds Bank in t
announced by Lloyds last Friday, 27th, have been reaped at the expense of poor people in La

Debt crisis gets

News @

charge their victim

findings are not to be made public.
Three police officers are to lface
criminal charges — two for perjury,
one for assault. These charges are
presumably connected to the original
‘Battle of Brittan’ rather than the
subsequent harassment of Steven
Shaw.

In 1985, when Leon Brittan (then

Tory Home Secretary) vigited_Man-
chester University, the police violent-
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early 1980s, Western bankers and
governments have been afraid of the
possible effects of a revolt by a big
debtor country. When Mexico
defaulted on its debt in 1982, the in-
ternational banking system rushed to
bail it out.

Brazil’s decision will mean that the
banks do without $500 a month in in-
terest. But the biggest problems in the
short term are those facing Brazil
itself.

The government of Jose Sarney
faces growing opposition. Last
November, the government party

Gorbachev’'s new offer

:: Is Gorbachev serious about
i peace? Now he has proposed
“ arms reductions without deman-
i ding an end to ‘Star Wars’, or the

Strategic Defence Initiative’ —

which proved the sticking point
i in the Rejkjavik talks last Oc-
:_E'f.'E tober.

The bureaucratic leaders of the

i USSR would like to reduce the
= money they spend on arms. And Gor-
w: bachev would like better relations
“ with the West — less nukes and more
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Gorbachev’s offer is probably in
part a propaganda bluff. He must
know that Reagan will look for some
excuse to back out. If not, however,
Gorbachev’s new proposals may lead
to some more arms talks, and
perhaps even to a few bombs being
cut.

But a real end to the arms race
won’'t come from Gorbachev any
more than it will come from the low-

- grade crooks in the White House.

The workers need to overthrow their
rulers, East as well as West, to put an
end to war and the weapons of war.

Police attack the left

On 16 February Israeli police raided
7 the offices of the radical Alternative

. Information

Centre in Jerusalem.

“: The centre produces a bulletin, News
% from Within, which gives informa-

tion on the

Israeli occupied ter-

= ritories.

The office was shut for six months,

and four people arrested. One of
z: those is Michael Warschawsky, the
7 Centre’s director, who is leader of the
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Revolutionary Communist League —
Matzpen, the Israeli sister-group to
Socialist Action and International in
Britain.

They have been charged with links
with “‘terrorist organisations’’ — in
particular the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine. It is the first
such move against an Israeli (as op-
posed to a Palestinian Arab) news

agency.

Capitalism

ly broke up a student demonstration.
Steven Shaw, who at the time was
researching into the police for his
course, has suffered harassment ever
since.

Last year he was brutally beaten up
and forced to leave the country.

His case hecame national naws.
Now the police are attempting 1O
silence him. If Steven is found guilty,
it will make it almost impossible for

won a landslide election victory. But
almost immediately big price in-
creases provoked massive opposition.

Strikes and demonstrations swept
the country, forcing a climbdown.

So Sarney’s government has little
room for manoeuvre: it wants 1o
make the workers pay for the
economic crisis, but the workers
won'’t let it.

Peru has already put a unilateral
ceiling on its interest payments, and
Ecuador says it will not pay any in-
terest until June. So the Third World
debt crisis is still on the boil.

FAKING PROFITS OUT OF POVERTY

e City pointing out that the £700 million profits
tin America. Photo: Stefano Cagnoni.
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anyone to dare complain about the
police in future.

500 demonstrated in Manchester
against the frame-up on Monday 2
March. We need to keep up the
pressure.

contact the Justice for Steven
Shaw Campaign, ¢/0 Manciwester
University Student Union, Cxford
Road, Manchester 13.

.....

The international banks want 1o
push the Third World governments
as hard as they can without payments
stopping for good. If interest
payments stop for 90 days, then
under US regulations banks have to
write off their loans as losses — and
several big US banks can’t afford to
do that.

On the other side, the Third World
governments want to get the best
bargain they can, but without spoil-
ing their chances of getting credit in
future.

Labour after

From front page

What does Greenwich therefore
mean to Labour?

*That the campaign, unfortunately
influencing some in the Party, sug-
gesting that the Party is riddled with
so-called ‘‘hard-left loonies’’ was a
gift to a hostile press and to our
political opponents. It has caused
uncertainty amongst the Labour elec-
torate. What is really required is the
unity around policies to overcome
what Thatcher has done.

*We cannot win by TV packaging
and by being afraid of our shadows,
with our candidates put on the defen-
sive. Our candidates need to be free
to get out amongst the people, to be
seen on the streets with them speak-
ing and canvassing, and we must stop
being mesmerised by the TV and the
press.

Our candidates are inhibited if they
are packaged like soap powder. As
free human spirits they should ex-
press themselves amongst the people
without so-called ‘“‘minders™’.

In simple terms, Labour must say
what it stands for and what we intend
to do.

We must expose and attack the
vicious nature of this capitalst,
selfish, Thatcherite society and say

Greenwich |

clearly how we intend to change it.
Labour must not be ashamed of its
socialist past and policies. It was clear
socialist policies which gave us vic-
tories in 1945, 1964 and 1974.

We must not turn in on ourselves.
That could be disastrous. We must go
forward to win the next election, with
firm, bold, positive policies and be
outward-looking.

It is the only way to win.

Eric Heffer was speaking at a Campaign Group meetin
in Bristol on 27 February.

SDPH 18,287 (1983: 8,783)
Lab 11,676 (1983: 13,361)
Con 3,864 (1983: 12,150)

According to a poll published in “Thi
Independent’, of those who initiall
considered voting Labour and swit
ched to the Alliance, 16% said it wa
because they thought Labour had ne
chance of winning.

29% of those who said they hai
voted Labour in 1983 went Allianc
this time, and 62% of those who sai
they had voted Tory.

When voters were asked how the
would vote in a General Election
Labour came out top. 35% said the

would vote Labour, 31% Alliance
and 25% Tory.
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‘““When it was written, we could
not have called it a Socialist
Manifesto. By Socialists, in 1847,
were understood...the most
multifarious social quacks, who
by all manners of tinkering, pro-
fessed to redess...all sorts of
social grievances...Whatever por-
tion of the working class had
become convinced of the insuffi-
ciency of mere political revolu-
tions, and had proclaimed the
necessity of a total social change,
called itself Communist...

““Thus Socialism was a middle-
class movement, Communism a
working class movement.
Socialism was, on the continent
at least, ‘respectable’; Com-
munism was the very opposite.
And as our notion, from the very
beginning, was that ‘the eman-
cipation of the working class
must be the act of the working
class itself’, there could be no
doubt as to which of the two
names we would take...”’

Frederick Engels’ foreword to the
1888 edition of the Communist
Manifesto sums up the bedrock idea
of working class politics. Yet quite
different notions are current on the
left in Britain today (and ‘com-
munism’ is taken as meaning a police
state like the USSR).

When it was abolished by the
Tories, the Labour Greater London
Council produced a booklet describ-
ing what it had done since being
elected in 1981. It detailed many
measures, often valuable, that the
council had carried out for women,
for ethnic minorities, for gays and
lesbians, for the disabled and so on.
The words ‘working class’ did not ap-
pear at all. Yet the GLC is seen by
many not only as something to de-
fend against the Tories, but as a
positive model for radical socialism.

A ‘rainbow coalition’ of different
oppressed groups, together with
peace, ecology and other movements,
is presented as a modern replacement
for old-fashioned ‘class reduc-
tionism’.

The working class

The working class is an oppressed
group in capitalist society. It is also
more. It is the basic exploited class:
the whole system lives from what is
squeezed out of the working class.

The working class is brought
together, organised, disciplined and
pushed towards unity by capitlaism
itself. The central economic
mechanism of the system, the ex-
ploitation of labour by capital, drives
workers into a class struggle which
even at routine levels is powerful
enough to dominate social and
political life in a country like Britain.

Only occasionally does that class
struggle reach its full height, with
mass strike movements mobilising the
whole working class. But even sec-
tional strikes often spread and
generate solidarity. Even in normal
times, when the working class is bat-
tered into inertia and ideological con-
formity by the relentless pressure of
the ruling class, the organisations
based on the working class, trade
unions and workers’ parties, exceed
all other opposition and protest
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‘No substitute for building support for socialist ideas in the workplace

Turn to the
working class

movements in scope and activity.

The working class has the power to
overthrow capitalism, and the poten-
tial to make a new society. The work-
ing class is not only manual workers
— it includes all those who are
deprived of ownership and control of
the means of production and have to
sell their labour-power for a wage.
Thus the working class afready does
all the technical and physical work of
producing the wealth of society —
only it does so under the command of
capitalists seeking profits.

The working class can organise
production itself, according to its
own rules, the rules of cooperation
and solidarity. The working class has
no class below it to oppress. In
fighting to free itself it must also fight
to abolish a/l class divisions.

It can free itself only by turning
society upside down,

In turning society upside down, the
working class can and must lead the
fight against all special oppressions.
No women have a greater interest in
women’s liberation than working
class women; no black people have a
greater interest in racial equality than
black workers.

Autonomous
movements

Most of the time the working class
1s bowed down and disunited by the
pressure of capitalist power. The
labour movement is dominated by
bureaucrats and better-off workers.

Women, black people, and otner
oppressed groups cannot waif until
the whole working class moves. So
they develop autonomous
movements which fight their own
struggles at their own tempos while
also trying to win over the labour
movement.

Socialists these

must support

“autonomous movements: not to do

so is effectively to support the sec-
tionalism of the bureaucrats and
better-off workers who dominate the
labour movement in quiet times. An
uncompromising struggle for the
rights of the most oppressed is
necessary if the workng class is to
become confident and bold enough
to free itself.

All that, however, i1s very different
from encouraging sectionalism and
autonomy as positive aims in
themselves, or saying that women
and black people and other groups
necessarily have ‘autonomous’
perceptions and programmes which
cannot be integrated into a class-
against-class programme.

That sort of autonomy leaves the
soclalist movement as nothing better
than a coalition held together by
horse-trading and agreements on
spheres of influence. How could such
a coalition overthrow centralised
capitalist power? And if it could,
what sort of socialism could it create?
There could be no economic plan in-
tegrating the interests of all workers,
but only a patchwork compromise —
in other words, a reproduction of
liberal-capitalist pressure-group

politics.

We must fight for the unity of the
working class in a way that does not
stifle the struggles of the most op-
pressed; and wage the struggles of the
most oppressed in a way that does
not obstruct working-class unity.

Recent years

The miners’ strike of 1984-5 was
living proof of some basic Marxist
ideas. The miners’ struggle for an
‘economics’ based on human need,
not profit, inspired thousands of
workers. Women, black com-
munities, and lesbian and gay groups
mobilised; and the strike transformed
the thinking of many miners on every
aspect of life. And that was only one
per cent of the working class in all-
out confrontation with capitalism!

But the miners were defeated; and
from that defeat has come the drift of
the left away from class politics. No
Marxist group, however good its
strategy, can revive mass workers’
struggle at will. But we can prepare,

‘learn lessons, educate, sink roots:

that is what we must do.

From the late 1950s and well into
the ’70s, Britain had one of the most
powerful and confident trade union
movements in the world. The ques-
tion of how to deal with the unions
dogged successive governments.

But after crippling the Tory
government in 1972-4 the labour
movement could find no political

alternative but the Wilson/Callaghan
Labour government. Increasingly,

localised shop-floor militancy was
not enough to deal with the growing
economic impasse of British
capitalism and the Labour leaders’
efforts to manage the system.

Strikes declined after mid-1975.
However, there was not a simple
switch from militant trade-unionism
to pressure-group politics.

In the late *70s and early ’80s a
movement arose trying to ‘re-found’
the Labour Party. It failed — and
fragmented. Cut adrift from a
political anchor, and without a
coherent strategy for socialism, its
component parts floated away. From
a relatively cohesive, confident,
outward-looking movement, the
Labour left turned towards internal
pressure-group politics.

The feminist slogan ‘The personal
is political’ has been readapted. It us-
ed to mean that ‘personal’ issues were
not just personal, but needed to be
dealt with by political action. Now it
is turned around: the political is the
personal. Your politics, and the
status of those politics, are defined
by your personal identity as female,
black, lesbian or whatever.

Such an approach destroys any
possibility of scientific theory. It also
produces not-very-radical politics: in
the end it reproduces the ideas of or-
thodox sociology, with a
kaleidoscope of power and status
relations, all expressed at individual
level, obscuring the class struggle.

The ‘vertical
mosaic’

A. Sivanandan makes the point in
‘Race Awareness Training and the
disintegration of the black struggle’,
commenting on recent official
‘ethnic’ policy. ‘‘The ensuring scram-
ble for government favours and
government grants on the basis of
specific ethnic needs and problems
served on the one hand to deepen
ethnic differences and foster ethnic
rivalry, and on the other to widen the
definition of ethnicity to include a
variety of national and religious
groups — Chinese, Cypriots, Greeks,
Turks, Irish, Italians, Jews, Muslims,
Sikhs, until the term became mean-
ingless (except as a means of getting

funds).

“This ‘vertical mosaic’ of ethnic
groups, so distinct from the horizon- -
tal of class politics, then becomes
even more removed by the politics of
the left councils who, lacking the
race/class perspective which would
have allowed them to dismantle the
institutionalised racism of their own
structures, insitutionalised ethnicity
instead.”’

The trend here is towards the
Americanisation of British politics.
In the US, ethnic identities have long
been a powerful counterweight to
class identities. Radical impulses can
readily be directed away from class
channels towards community,
citizens’, or pressure-group politics.
The result: a weak labour movement,
little political culture, no workers’
party even of a reformist and
bureaucratic type, little questioning
of the fundamental institutions of
private property. Yet Americanisa-
tion is, in effect, promoted by some
on the left in Britain as the radical
new wave of socialist politics.

Turn to the working
class

Socialist Action preaches the ‘rain-
bow coalifion’, saying tht the work-
ing class in Western Europe has not
been even a potentially revolutionary
force for many decades and will not
be for a long time to come. Socialist
Werker and Militant increasingly
build ‘hemselves as sects, distant
both I1om rank-and-file workers and
from autonomous movements. A
large part of the left has abandoned
the working class.

Yet there are no short cuts. No
regroupment or campaign in the
Labour Party can substitute for the
hard, slow work of building support
for socialist ideas in the workplace.

Those who preach other strategies
are not following an easier or newer
path to the same goal of working
class socialism. They are substituting
a different goal.
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Vigil for AIDS victims, Traalgar Squaré‘. Photo: Simon Grosset.
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Making profits from AIDS

AIDS may be bad for your
sex life, but it could work
wonders for your share
portfolio.

Companies which can
demonstrate even the most
tenuous connection with
AIDS research have seen
their share price spiralling
since the disease rose to
popular - prominence last
vear. An early beneficiary
was London International
(the old London Rubber
Company), which makes
Durex. Hopes of an AIDS
cure- were a factor in
pushing up shares in major
British pharmaceutical

companies like Glaxo and
Wellcome last week.

In Japan, where shares
already sell at prices many
times their British
equivalents, drug com-
panies have been the stars
as electronics and con-
sumer goods companies
lose out because of the fall-
ing dollar.

But possibly the most
bizzare case of AIDS was
developed last week by a
small British company call-
ed BTP (which used to
stand for British Tar Pro-
ducts). It announced it had
developed a product

Vote loony left!

The latest gimmick of the
Revolutionary Communist
Party (RCP) is an anti-
Labour election campaign
entitled the ‘Red Front’'.
Posing as a revolutionary
alternative to Labour, this
‘Red Front’ has a political
programme of extremely
minimal demands.

‘“The RCP has no
economic policies to of-
fer’’, they confess. Indeed,
‘““There are- no economic
solutions to the problems
facing the majority of peo-
ple in Britain.”’

This nihilistic drivel
reaches its apogee in the
section on gay rights which
trumpets: - ““The principal
threat to homosexuals in
Britain today is not from
AIDS, but from the safe

paign is a threat not only
to homosexuals, but to the
entire working class.”’
That’s telling it like it is!
What they mean is that
the government’s “‘back to
the monogamous family”
campaign is reactionary.
But this is less of a ‘safe
sex' campaign than a ‘no
SeX. campaign.
Safer sex is.about advice
to people on how to look
after their health in condi-

tions where sex can, poten-
. tially, prove dangerous.

Of course, ‘safe sex’ is
not. a long term answer:
research is needed to find a

‘““capable of killing the
AIDS virus outside the
human body”’. The shares
duly rose by 15p as AIDS-
obsessed market punters
rushed to place big orders.

There was one -small
problem. As the Depart-
ment of Health has been
telling us for months, there
is no evidence that you can
catch AIDS from the
presence of the virus in the
environment. And all vou
need to kill the virus out-
side the body is household
bleach.

BTP itself said it did not
know whether its new pro-
duct would have any com-
mercial benefits, But in the
present atmosphere, the
shares went up anyway.

"y the merest coin-
cidence, BTP is involved in
a three-corner takeover
battle for textile machinery
company Barrow Hep-
burn. The rise in the BTP
shares price after the AIDS
announcement made the
terms of its offer for Bar-
row more attractive than a
rival offer from trading
house Yule Catto. :

.Supeﬂaﬂ

Arsonist? Child molester?
Fraudster? The
Behavioural Systems

cure for AIDS. And of ~South West Corporation

course we need to fight t
right - wing backlash. An
up-front, informative, ex-

plicit ‘safe sex’ campaign

sex campaign.’’ Nay, can. help challenge that
more: ‘“The safe sex cam- backlash in fact.
Willis in Moscow
Socialist Organiser workers’ movement,
criticises Norman Willis The famous new

often enough, but this
week for once we can
praise him.

Speaking at the congress
of the USSR’s state-run
trade unions, he defied the
platform and came out in
support of Solidarnosc,
the Polish independent

‘glasnost’ or openness in
the USSR did not stand up
too well to the test. All that
Soviet workers heard
about Willis’s comment
was that ‘He touched upon
the TUC attitude to the
Solidarnosc wunion in
Poland’.

of Los Angeles has a
message for you.

As its TV commercials
boast, the corporation
will, for $1000 a month,
provide you with better
jail facilities to serve your
sentence than the over-
crowded public prison.
You can keep your job, as
long as you return to the
jail after work each day.

The alternative, as cor-
poration boss Ted Nissen
points out, is grim. The
public prisons are 67%
overcrowded, and in Los
Angeles County Gaol not
a week goes by without a

rape.

One law for the poor,
another for the rich.

| ER, MASTER KINNOCK?7 -Y0u KNOW WHEN You SAID
LosING IN GREENWICH WAS A "PAIN IN TUE ARSE". 7?7
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Ian McCalman’s recent letter
suggesting that membership of
the Orange Order should not be
regarded as an adequate criterion
to justify expulsion from the
Labour Party has clearly raised
the hackles of some of Glasgow’s

professional ‘‘anti-imperialists’’
and opponents of religious
bigotry.

At the February meeting of the
Glasgow branch of the Labour Com-
mittee on Ireland, a resolution was
passed for submission to the LCI An-
nual General Meeting declaring that
membership of the Orange Order
should be regarded as incompatible
with membership of the Labour Par-
ty.

One cannot help but be surprised
that all those Scottish miners, who
only yesterday were the vanguard of
our class during the miners’ strike are
now to be treated as pariahs and
eiected from the Labour Party. But,

I was amaied to see a letter from
Steve Battlemuch on the letters
page last week. Was it an attack
on the CPSA right wing, I
wondered? Or a critique of
Militant? No, it was an attack on
an ordinary rank and file member
of the Broad Left — myself!

I had been led to believe (by a Mili-
tant supporter, in fact) that the
Militant-dominated Broad Left Na-
tional Executive Committee had
decided to run John Macreadie in the
election for Deputy General

Secretary instead of Terry Adams,
who had been elected to run by the

j
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| NORTHERN IRELAND — |
| An Agreed Process |

UDA monthly magazine

it now turns out, they only fought the
Tories because they were ‘‘forced to
do so”’.

I can only assume that it is my
capitulation to British imperialism
which blinded me to the fact that

1 CPSA: Rumours and facts

Broad Left Conference.

I was also told that regional con-
venors and anyone else who happen-
ed to be around were asked to the
meeting by word of mouth.

Furthermore, the regional con-
venors who did hear of the meeting
were not mandated by the Broad Left
members in their region. They at-
tended (or not, as the case may be)
and voted according to personal
preference.

When I wrote my article in SO 301,
I had been told the decision to run
Macreadie had been made. 1 had
heard rumour of regional con-
ferences to discuss and vote on a
recommendation to this effect. But,

Too kind to Socialist Worker

The item in Graffiti about
Socialist Worker’s front page ar-
ticle on Lebanon (Reagan’s
Hypocrisy, SW, 14 February)
was too kind to them.

After describing the 1982 Israeli
siege of Beirut the article went on:
““...to cap it all the Israelis watched
over the massacre of at least 1,000
Palestinians in the Sabra and Chatilla
refugee camps.

““The barbarism shocked even
Israel’s most loyal supporters. ‘The
apparent aim is to liquidate the
Palestinian people,”’ said a former
head of the World Jewish Congress.
‘You can’t do that to four million
people.’

‘““Some of those now holding
hostages in Lebanon were themselves

hostage in Israeli concentration
camps or survived this attempted
genocide.’’

This attempted genocide? What
the Israeli Army did in Lebanon in
1982 was brutal and vile, but there

The big news in Australia is Joh
Bjelke-Petersen’s move into
Federal politics. It has absolutely
dominated the media and politics
for two weeks.

Bjelke-Petersen, the right wing Na-
tional Party premier of Queensland,
has started a campaign for a new
Australia-wide right-wing party.

It started with his tax proposals,
and widened into a general attack.
Then he said he would become the
Prime Minister and would defeat
both leaders of the National Party
and Liberals — who form a coalition
in federal politics — and Labour
leader Bob Hawke.

He has been moving around the

was no attempted genocide. Not all
SW’s readers will know that the camp
massacres were the work of one of
Lebanon’s warring communities, -the
Maronite Christians, (just as the pre-
sent siege and potential massacre is
the work of a Muslim militia, Amal).
The Israeli Army was complicit in
that massacre. Yet to fade out of the
picture the fact that Arabs carried it
out is to tell lies.

Nor would all SW readers know
about the three or four hundred
thousand strong demcnstrations in
Israel against the Israeli government
when the massacres in the area under
Israeli control became known (the
equivalent in Britain would be five or
six million).

The SW article was an example of
the hysterical and vicious
misrepresentation of Israel which
passes for socialist comment on the
British left today. It is no help to the

Palestinian Arabs.

JACK CLEARY

face annihilation.
especially severe on the Coalition
plans to introduce a consumption
tax.

Yesterday, (16 February), at the
last meeting of the National Party
‘caucus’ before Parliament resumed,
they passed a motion expressing full
support for him, and didn’t even
mention-NP leader Sinclair, who has
been trying to drag Joh into line. His
next target is to split the Coalition
and destabilise John Howard’s
leadership of the Liberals.

Presumably he will then appear as
the strong man who can step into the

-------------------
----------------------------------

.................................

these ‘““‘agents of the ruling classes’’
(sic) would really have preferred col-
laborating with their mistress in
Downing Street, rather than going on
strike for over a year.

Another argument was that Sam
Campbell (who last year publicly
described Catholics as ‘‘the enemy”’
and called for the closure of Catholic
schools and the withholding of televi-
sion license fees) only said out loud
‘“what they all think’’. How the
Glasgow LCI thought-police
gathered the evidence for this sweep-
ing claim was, alas, not revealed.

And it is indeed difficult to unders-
tand how people who are so
knowledgeable about the Orange
Order that they know ‘‘what they all
think’’ can effortlessly toss out equa-
tions between the Orange Order and
the National Front/BNP, or declare
members of the Orange Order to be
agents of the ruling classes.

STAN CROOKE
Glasgow

no one else in my Broad Left Branch
had heard anything concrete. And if
past experience of Militant is
anything to go by it is not surprising
that I dismissed this rumour!

I did eventually receive a mailing
two days before a London-wide con-
ference was held. I was not the only
one who was surprised!

What this whole episode serves to
illustrate is that the majority of the
Broad Left rank and file do not know
what is going on in Broad Left at na-
tional level. Broad Left members
should be consulted on Broad Left
NEC decisions wherever possible.
Little effort is made to do this.

The question of running Macreadie
instead of Adams is an important
one, particularly considering that
Adams was voted in by a Broad Left
Conference. I still maintain that the
decision should have been made at a
national recall conference rather than
at regional conferences. Yes, it does
cost money. But the people to decide
on whether they are prepared to pay
out should be the rank and file on or-
dinary wages, not the Broad Left
NEC who often hold CPSA positions
and are able to enjoy a higher stan-
dard of living than the rest of us, due
to high union expenses.

Nor did Battlemuch explain that
the Broad Left are badly in debt due
to Macreadie’s court expenses.
Macreadie went to the courts without
?:lmsulting the Broad Left rank and

ile.

Battlemuch should think twice
before jumping down the throats of
rank and file members like myself, It
would have been more constructive
to contact me and ask me why I did
not know about the regional con-
ferences rather than assume I was be-
ing deliberately misleading.

Yours comradely,
TRUDY SAUNDERS,
Peckham, London

New right in Australia

country speaking to meetings and
claiming that he will get what he
wants and that the Liberals and Na-
tional MPs better get behind him or
He has been

breach and save the country. These
are the same tactics as he used to
destroy the Liberals in Queensland.
He is being quite openly funded by
the rich property developers of the
Gold Coast who have benefited so
greatly by his administration in
Queensland.
TONY BROWN,

'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
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----------------------------------------

...............................................

..................................................

Send letters to Socialist
Organiser, PO Box 823, Lon-
don SE15 4NA. Please try to
keep your letters below 300
words, or we may have to cut
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jailed miner Terry French

This week, two years
since the end of the
miners’ strike, there
are still over 400
miners locked out of
their jobs. Terry French
is one of those
victimised miners. On
this page he tells of
how he spent the last
two years in jail. His
crime was fighting for
a job

TO SAY I was naive when I went
into prison would be an
understatement. I went there
believing that a majority of peo-
ple were there because of their
background — inner-city pro-
blems, the social problems.

Now there are those people in there
because of the social problems, but
again it comes back to education.
None of them really understood that
it was the social problems that got
them there. They completely lost
sight of that fact and just saw
themselves as criminals.

In Maidstone I was with what you
would call your top echelon of
criminals — the bank robbers, the
Bank of America people. They were
aware, and what they said to me was
basically: “Yes, I'm a socialist, I
believe in socialist principles, but I
have been completely disillusioned’.

One of them, an electrician by
trade, had been a shop steward with
the EETPU, and he turned to bank
robbery. What he said to me was: ‘I
tried to help them, but if they won’t
help themselves, then bugger them,
[’m going to get my bit’. That was his
attitude.

Then you got to the lower end of
the scale. I now understand a lot
more about the problems of drugs
and alcohol. '

One lad, a heroin addict, 23 years
old, was on his sixth prison sentence.
It had cost him £180 a day for his
habit, and he paid for it by shoplif-
ting. He went out on a day parole to
go and look at a drug clinic — I
helped talk him into it — where he
might stay on his release, and he
never came back. He just got ‘jacked
up’, and he is now on the run.

The other prisoners’ attitude to me
was one of suspicion, in the main. I
don’t think many of them believed
me when [ told them about my prin-
ciples. But I never stopped talking;
and the papers that came in helped.

Most of the left-wing papers were
sent to me, and I used to put them
around, let people see and read them.
I tried to educate as far as I could.

But this self-centred greed was too
deep-rooted in many, many cases. |

err rnch got t yéars for_defeni obhile the thug who

~did this is not considered a criminal. Photo: John Sturrock,

did get through to some and convince
a few people to what I thought was
the right way of doing things.

From day one I did not treat
anybody — regional director, Gover-
nor, prison officer, welfare officer —
as anything other than my equal. It
caused problems, especially when I
went to a new prison, but I took that
stand and maintained it all the way
through.

When you went to see the Gover-
nor it was ‘Stand on the mat, name
and number to the Governor’. What
I used to do at a new prison was go
in, look at him, and say: ‘My name is
Terence Steven French, and the

number you have given me is
B733383’. That always used to start a
row and I put my point of view.

But whichever prison I went fo, the
prison officers used to say about me,
‘No matter what you say about Terry
French, he is a man of principle, and
if he says something he will do it,
even if it is against the rules’. It came
back to me through the other in-
mates.

Mistrust

I was respected, by the staff at
least. The prisoners, as I've said, had
a lot of mistrust towards me. They

bian and gay people.
Legal

or even more than — gays.
Did you know that:

policy’ and ‘public morality’.

ty.

ing with each other.

RN | csbhian and Gay
End legal discrimination campaign

A campaign has been launched to
make the next Parliament end
legal discrimination against les-

discrimination goes far
beyond the gay male age of consent.
It affects lesbians just as much as —

*The law considers all lesbian and
gay sexuality to be against ‘public

*Lesbian and gay people can legal-
ly be sacked merely for their sexuali-

*Courts often prevent lesbians and
gay men and their children from liv-

*‘Public morality’ laws are used to
harass and restrict lesbian and gay
social organisations, information ser-

vices and publications, artd to justify
censorship.

*It 1s illegal for people of the same
sex to show affection for each other
in public.

This legal discrimination backs up
the wider prejudice, discrimination
and violence against us.

With a general election coming up,
we think it’s time to campaign for a
change in the law!

The Legislation for Lesbian and
Gay Rights Campaign was set up in
October 1986 to combat legal
discrimination against lesbian and
gay people. It is open to everyone
who supports this aim.

Our first goal is for lesbian and gay
people to discuss the changes we want
in the law. We are setting up different
groups to organise this.

These discussions will - come

rights IRSERTRRTE

together in a major open conference
on 23 and 24 May 1987 at the
Camden Centre, London. We hope
that the conference will agree on the
main changes in the law tht lesbian
and gay people want from the next
Parliament.

We want to win support for our
demands as widely as possible. We
can do this by getting Spemgérship
and media publicity for the con-
ference and by persuading as many
organisations as possible to support
the conference’s demands.

Join the discussions. Join in the
organisation. Join us in laying down
the law!

Contact LLGRC, Room 221, 38
Mount Pleasant, London WCIX
0AP. Tel: 01-833 3860.
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a person,

afternoon.

Wandsworth Jail. No reason given.

Wandsworth, I put down straight
away to see the Governor, and he
said that all he had down on the file
was that I was totally unsuitable for
Forde Open Prison.

I kept hammering away, and they
gradually changed their story, bit by
bit. It culminated in my wife Liz and
Tony Benn and Dennis Skinner see-
ing the Under-Secretary of State,
Lord Caithness, who admitted to the
three of them that it was nothing to

do with my suitability for open con- it sexual experiences as sensual as a slap in

2 the face with a wet fish? Why should we
- pander to men’s sexual misunderstan-
smdings?

ditions.

He would still not come clean and
say it was because of the TUC con-
ference, but I know it was, through
different prison officers. You know,
men who said, ‘I can’t be quoted on
this, but this is why you were moved’.

I am 100% sure that was the reason
they moved me from Forde Open
Prison to Wandsworth Jail.

i women are also
=: commonly-held misconception. W& ar®ed
=i to feel that if we don’t enjoy penﬁ#ﬁﬁn, ;
=i there is something wrong with us.

= “frigid” or “‘cock teasers’’. And if we try
i to tell men what we’d rather have them
i do, then we're “‘ego-deflaters’’ as well.

My two years in prison — by EVE
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By Jean Lane

What does the AIDS threat mean
for women?

Last Friday’s TV programme, First
Aids, suggested that it means a return
to Victorian morality and a
strengthening of male dominance and
of the myths relating to sexual rela-
tionships — not least the myth ‘being

that they are all heterosexual. (How

may gay women have contracted the
virus, 1 wonder?).

The programme“was meant to be a
frank, educational -distussion for young
people. It started off by telling us that you
only have to sleep with one person who
has the virus and you could be dead
within 8 years. Yet the main lesson pushed
was ‘have fewer partners’.

The deputy-editor of Cosmopolitan
magazine, who was on the panel of ex-
perts (expert in what?), backed up this
piece of sound advice with the comforting
notion that it would bring back romantic
courtship. o

Good old-fashioned stuffyeh? ‘Women
have become too prnmiscﬂpparem—
ly. Instead of (and this is he ogy) the
hounds chasing the fox, these days, the
fox walks into a room full of hounds and
says, ‘‘here I am, take me’’. .

When the only honest bloke in the au-
dience said that he didn’t get enough sex
to cut down on he was treated by Mike o
Smith (the with-it compere) as if he had a

' problem! For me the bloke with a pro- -

blem was the one interviewed who was too

i interested in how many *‘birds” he could

“pull’’ to be bothered about AIDS.
Attitude

_This attitude was backed up by an inter-
view with a so-called expert who said that
are built in such a way that their sex-

just could not believe that people like == Ual urges are greater than women’s (why

me existed. If you shared anything i
with them, they would look at you as =

if to say: ‘What’s his angle? What one when he was going away to universi- -

does he want back?’” They could &
never accept that you were just being =
i sleep around as much as he liked. But if I

ﬁ}fter I spoke at the TUC meeting did, I would be cheap and unfaithful.
while on weekend leave and went on must sleep around, use a condom. No

: : : . eses : ool
]t;he kWﬂPPng picket lmE,‘ I reported i here, for me is where the really big myth
ack to Forde Open Prison at the w comes in. The condom manufacturers

time stated. Nothing was said to me 3 must be rubbing their hands with glee.

when I arrived back on the Monday

don’t they get called nymphos, then?) and
cannot be controlled.
An old boyfriend of mine told me that

ty, leaving me at home. Clever bugger. It
meant that he could, no, was impelled to,

OK then, said the programme, if you

[t supposes that what women like best,

i in fact what sex is all about, is having
Then on the Tuesday morning,

when I went out on to the work & Who?

arade as usual, they called m e N
P y called my name = clitoris. You can penetrate the vagina all

t ithi ' :
E;'; *pzlgﬂ;;]t:gé 210 $;2“éis ;hl:i?s “tlg i you like, but unless contact is made with
w the clitoris, the most you will get is a fake
- orgasm and a boost to t :
They would not tell me why [ was & } e
being moved, or even where to, In &
= that is what you are going to do. But that
= was all there was to sex according to the
w: programme. Someone should
wi: young ‘‘bird-puller’’ that he might as well
i Stay at home and use a flower-vase. «

their vaginas penetrated by penises. Says

The point of pleasure for women is the

Now, many people like penetration,
and, yes, using a condom makes sense if

tell the

Unfortunately, as with all other myths,
taken in by this

e are

But why should we be satisfied with

Women and men, gay and heterosex-

:: ual, have over the years been learning to
i get away from all that, trying to be freer
it and more honest with themselves and
w2 each other about what they want sexually.
+: The AIDS campaign so far has done little
i more than destroy that freedom. And the
s« ITV programme didn’t help. o
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The Russian empire, ruled over
by the Tsar, was regarded by all
radicals and socialists in Europe
as the citadel of the most brutal
reaction.

A powerful and extremely
bureaucratic state ruled over a society
that was, for the most part, barely
out of the Dark Ages. Millions of
people lived in terribly backward
conditions in the countryside, while
the Tsar regarded himself as a
representative of God on earth.

By the turn of the century there
was a small industrial working class,
grouped together in huge factories —
many of which were owned by
foreign firms, or funded by the State.
A socialist movement was to develop
among those workers.

But the early Marxists had to com-
pete with other political movements.
The most powerful of these was a
movement called the ‘narodniks’ or
‘populists’, whose different groups
came together at the beginning of the
century as the Social Revolutionaries.

The populists were based upon the
small class of intellectuals, but hoped
to be able to inspire a revolt by the
mass of the people against the Tsar.
Athough they spoke in terms of ‘the
people’, in fact they looked mainly to
the peasantry, hoping that the old
system of rural ‘communes’ could
form the basis for a new, socialist,
society. They saw no special role,
therefore, for the industrial workers.

Example

The basic approach of the
populists in the second half of the
19th century was to try to mobilise
the masses by example: they carried
out daring assassinations of reac-
tionary leaders. Tsar Alexander II
was assassinated, and Lenin’s elder
brother was involved in an attempt to
kill Alexander III. But the assassina-
tions left the masses cold.

Marxists began to organise before
the turn of the century, founding the
Russian Social Democratic and
Labour Party (RSDLP) in conditions
of severe repression. The Marxists
argued that Russian society was
changing: the growth of industry,
and the expansion of the market into
the countryside, heralded a new form
of society: modern capitalism. They
argued that the Tsarist state and the
Russian aristocracy were an obstacle
to the development of capitalism,
and that Russia was heading for a
revolution which would destroy the
Tsarist state, introduce West

European-style democracy, and
allow the free development of
capitalism.

Within that framework, the Marx-
ists put their resources into organis-

| 'mﬂay, or tn similar intr
 societies, is afarcry  we
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ing the young working class, so that it
would play the maximum role in the
democratic revolution while also
preparing later to overthrow the new
capitalist class, and bring about a
socialist revolution. Following Marx,
they believed tift the working class
could create a new society based on
grass roots democracy and rational,
democratic planning for human
need, rather than profit. But first, an
industrial capitalist society would
have to develop.

There were disagreements among
the Marxists, and in 1903 the RSDLP
split into two wings, apparently
about organisational structure. The
majority (at the part of the con-
ference that voted on the question
— many delegates had already walk-
ed out) or ‘Bolsheviks’, were led by
Lenin, one of the most gifted Marxist
thinkers and organisers. The minori-
ty, or ‘Mensheviks’, were to harden
out into the right wing over the years
to come.

The point of conflict in 1903 was
over whether to have a tightly
organised party, as Lenin argued, or
a looser grouping. But shortly the
political differences were to get much
bigger.

In 1905, a revolution broke out in
Russia. It began when a crowd of
starving workers, taking a petition to
the Tsar, were mown down by
troops. Thousands of workers, all
over Russia, struck; by the autumn
the movement was reaching general
strike proportions.

YEAR OF REVOLUTION
TR T R R T

of the

A new form of democratic
workers’ organisation made its ap-
pearance: the council of workers’
deputies, or soviet. This was a body
composed of elected workers’
representatives which took control of
the workers’ districts. It was like a
workers’ parliament — although far
more democratic than any parliament
that has ever existed.

The 1905 revolution was defeated:
in December the Soviet Executive
were arrested, and although strikes
and demonstrations continued, the
Tsar’s regime survived. But the
revolution was like a laboratory in
which different revolutionary ideas
were tested: after 1905, the political
differences between various groups
were clarified.

The main revolutionary force in
1905 was the working class. The great
Polish socialist Rosa Luxemburg
analysed the significance of the ‘mass
strike’ as the dynamic force in the
revolution, arguing that the powerful
German labour movement should
learn from the Russian experience.

Strategy

But this posed important questions
for socialist strategy. The Marxists
had thought that Russia was too
backward, the working class too
weak, for a revolution to do more
than open the way to full-scale
capitalism and capitalist-type
democracy — yet the driving force
for the revolution was not the
capitalists who would benefit from it,
but the exploited workers. How was
this contradiction to be resolved? The
answer to this question deepened
divisions among the Marxists.

The Mensheviks stuck to the rigid
view that the revolution was and
would be capitalist, or bourgeois,
and so the capitalists (or their
political representatives, the liberal
intelligentsia), would lead it. The
revolution would result in a liberal
government based on a British-style
parliament. The Marxists should
develop independent working class
organisations like trade unions and
defend workers’ immediate interests,
but it would be madness and uto-
pianism to try to make the revolution
more radical.

The Bolsheviks argued that the

C R

liberals were weak and feeble and had
no revolutionary vitality — they were
a pale echo of the bourgeois revolu-
tionaries of the great French revolu-
tion. The whole capitalist class was
utterly compromised with the Tsarist
state, and could never lead a revolu-
tion to overthrow it.

The Marxists should ally not with
them, but with the huge class of
peasants. This alliance of workers
and peasants would overthrow the
Tsar and introduce a radical,
democratic republic — what Lenin
called the ‘“‘revolutionary democratic
dictatorship of the proletariat and the
peasanty’. And that worker-peasant
revolution in Russia could link up
with international socialist revolu-
tion. The peasants — who were not
socialists, but on the contrary wanted
to have their own patches of land —
so outnumbered the workers that
they workers would not be able to
win socialist measures. But the
workers should fight to make the
revolution as radical as possible.

Rosa Luxemburg had a view quite
similar to this.

A third argu
by Leon Trotsky. At that time a sup-
porter neither of the Bolsheviks nor
of the Mensheviks, he had been
President of the St. Petersburg
Soviet. Trotsky agreed with Lenin
that the bourgeois liberals were fee-
ble, and that the workers and poor

Armed workers in Petrograd 1917

ment was put forward .

peasants provided the revolutionary
dynamic to the revolution.

But the peasantry, although big in
numbers, could not act as an in-
dependent political force. Within the
alliance, the workers would lead —
or there would be no alliance, and the
peasants would follow the capitalists
instead. The workers would be cen-
tral to the revolution, and the
workers’ soviets would take on the
responsibility of state power. The
workers would ‘‘stand before the
peasantry as the class which has
emancipated it’’.

Power

Once in power, the workers could
not stop at democratic measures
alone, or give political power to the
liberals. A workers’ government,
supported by the peasants, would
have to take sides in class struggles —
and nationalise industry under
workers’ control, for example. The
workers would have to go beyond the
bourgeois limits of the revolution and
transform it into a socialist revolu-
tion.

Russia itself oculd not support a
new socialist society, which requires a
high level of industrialisation and
economic development. But Russia
was tied in with the international
capitalist system.




The seizure of power by the Rus-

sian workers would be just a part of
an international socialist revolution.
As part of an international socialist
federation, working class power in
Russia was possible.

Trotsky’s position was called the
theory of ‘permanent revolution’.
The Bolsheviks initially opposed it.
But in the course of 1917 they came
0 a position more or less identical to
Irotsky’s — and on the basis of it,
ook power. At the same time Trot-
sky recognised that he had been
wrong on the organisational issues,
and joined the Bolsheviks.

After the defeat of the 1905 revolu-
lion there was a long period of severe
repression in Russia. In 1914, the
First World War broke out, shaking
the whole of society. It was the rock
upon which the international socialist
labour movement dashed itself to
bits.,

After years of opposition to the
coming war, most of the various
socialist parties supported their ‘own’
capitalist governments when the war
broke out. The Socialist Interna-
tional collapsed. Mighty workers’
parties like the Social Democratic
Party of Germany herded their sup-
porters into armies to die for their
‘fatherland” — that is,
murderous, expansionist ambitions
of their rulers.

A tiny minority fought against this

for the

capitulation, keeping the flame of
socialist internationalism alive. Lenin
and Trotsky were prominent in that
revolutionary minority.

The war dragged on, undermining
the power of the old ruling classes.
Russia did badly. By 1917, there was
massive discontent at the front.
Soldiers began to desert because of
the apalling conditions in the tren-
ches. Widespread opposition to the
continuation of the war fuelled a
growing revolutionary mood.

Strikes

I'hen at the end of February
(March by modern calendars), on In-
ternational Women’s Day, the
revolution broke out. Women textile
workers went on strike — and strikes
spread. Within a day, two hundred
thousand workers were on strike In
St. Petersburg (soon to be renamed
Petrograd, and later Leningrad).

A new Soviet was formed. The
Tsar’s ministers were arrested, and
after only a few days, the Tsar ab-
dicated. A Provisional Government
was formed.

According to Trotsky, the
February revolution was led by
“‘conscious and tempered workers
educated for the most part by the
party of Lenin.”’” But the Bolsheviks
remained a minority until later. In

fact at the beginning, real/ political
power lay in the hands of the majori-
ty in the Soviets — who were Men-
sheviks — while formal power was in
the hands of the liberals (or not-so-
liberals) in the Provisional Govern-
ment.

From February to October there
was a contest between these two sides
of the ‘dual power’ in Russia.
Workers’ power was eventually to
triumph under Bolshevik leadership.
But the Bolshevik leaders who were
in Russia in February and March
were initially hostile to the idea of
workers’ power: still tied to their old
formulas they gave (critical) support
to the Provisional Government —
and to its continuation of the war.

Lenin returned from exile in April,
urging a rapid change in the party’s
line. He called for revolutionary op-
position to the Provisional Govern-
ment, and for ‘‘all power to the
soviets’’”. He and Trotsky (who
returned to Russia in May) were thus
now in practical agreement; in July
Trotsky brought his own group into
the Bolsheviks.

At a conference in April, Lenin
won the party majority to his argu-
ment. The stage was set for the
revolution of October that was to
overthrow the Provisional Govern-
ment and put the working class,
under Bolshevik leadership, into
power
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i 8 are prepared
' dishonest in order to make some

Time to go on

the offensive for

women's

By Michele Carlisle

Last week the High Court and the
Appeal Court both rejected a
student’s attempt to force his ex-
girlfriend to have a child against
her will. The man, a leading
member of Oxford University
Pro-Life Group, described the
decision to allow the woman to
have an abortion as ‘a setback to
the campaign’.

The £40,000 costs awarded against
him will also, I hope, prove a setback
to the Society for the Protection of
the Unborn Child (SPUC), who were
backing him.

Two issues were at stake. Firstly, is
an abortion at 21 weeks of pregnancy

= still lawful; and, secondly, can a man

bring a case on behalf of a foetus that

" he has made a small contribution to?

On both counts, the courts found

~| against the man. The High Court and
 the Court of Appeal both ruled that
= at 21 weeks a foetus is not capable of
= being born alive, and the High Court

also ruled that the foetus has no legal
status and cannot have a case
brought on its behalf by the prospec-
tive father.

The anti-abortion lobby has failed
to convince the British public or even
the Tory Party that abortion is
murder and should be criminalised.

® Realising they are on to a loser, they
= have shifted their emphasis, focusing
& on the extremely small number of
= | women who need late abortions, and
& hoping to win-people to their cause
» by arguing merely for a reduction in
& the time limit.

They ignore all the reasons why
some women need late abortions

o (waiting lists, anti-abortion doctors,
8 ignorance about our bodies) and try

to evoke images of babies being kill-

B cd.

Of course, the anti-abortionists see
no difference between an abortion at
28 weeks and one at 8 weeks, but they
to be politically

ground.

Fortunately, victories for them
have been few, despite their massive
resources. Time and time again the
anti-abortion groups have failed to
get Parliament to reduce the time
limit from 28 weeks (the age at which
the foetus is capable of being born

= alive, according to the 1929 Infant

" Life Preservation Act). In 1979 when

. John Corrie tried to reduce the time
" limit and restrict access to abortion in

E | other

ways, the TUC called a

~ demonstration against the Bill attrac-

_-I'

- ting 50,000 people and making it the

ﬂ;,g largest women’s rights march ever

held in this country.

Time

SPUC and LIFE recognised that it
would be hard to get Parliament to

' lower the time limit and so attempted
.| to set

a legal precedent in the courts.
The ruling stated that an abortion

. at 21 weeks is lawful because at that
. stage the foetus is not capable of be-
| ing born alive. However, nobody
* wanted the foetus to be born at 21
- weeks. The woman wanted an abor-
- tion and the man wanted her to take

the pregnancy to term. The key issue

.~ is, can it ever be justified to take
| away the right of a woman to control
~ her own body at any stage in her
~ pregnancy?

The issue of the so-called rights of

~ the father was not really dealt with by
& __ the courts, although the media focus-
| ed on it. The High Court ruled that
H | the father couldn t bring a case on

behalf of the foetus at this stage of

.| the pregnancy, but left wide open the
' question of foetal and paternal rights

rights

Reactionary bilge

after 21 weeks of pregnancy.

We must fight to change the law to
give the power of choice on abortion
to the woman, She can decide which
men she wants to take into account
when making her decision.

A Norwegian man is taking this
issue to the European Court of
Human Rights, demanding the male
right of veto over their partner’s
abortion. Giving men this sort of
power and enshrining it in law would
mean women would be even more
trapped in the home, as mothers and
carers, with no control over their
bodies or their lives.

Some people, notably last week’s
gutter press, are interpreting the ac-
tions of these sort of men as some
sort of move towards men taking
responsibility for what happens to
the seeds of their loins. But all they
are trying to do is further confirm the
role of women as baby-making
machines, to be switched on and off
by men.

All the major political parties kept
very quiet throughout the whole Ox-
ford student affair, despite the fact
that the Labour Party and the
Liberals have policy in support of
abortion rights. Even the Tories, who
are looking for any excuse to push
women back into the home, are fairly
quiet on the issue of abortion, know-
ing they could not hold an anti-
abortion line gven within their
Parliamentary Party.

However, if they get a third term,
we could well see a major concerted
and overt attack on abortion rights
rather than the slashing of resources
and chipping away at the time limit
we have experienced so far,

We have to force the Labour Party
to argue for and carry out its con-
ference policy on abortion rights. We
should use this 20th anniversary year
of the 1967 Abortion Act to raise our
own demands about improved
facilities, liberalisation of the law and

the extension of the 1967 Act to Nor-

thern Ireland.

It is time to break from the tradi-
tional defensiveness of the pro-choice
movement and go on the offensive.
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Northampton campaign

on South Africa

Nnrtham-l:u_t_nn- South LPYS

started its campaign in support
of workers in South Africa
fighting apartheid at the end of

January.

We had a street meeting on
Saturday lunchtime and leafleted
for a public meeting with a local
trade unionist who had just been to
South Africa, and Clive Bradley
from ‘Youth Fightback’.
had a bucket collection.

At the public meeting we decid-
ed to continue our public activities
on the streets and collect money
for the Electrical and Allied
Workers Trade Union. We are also
looking into the idea of getting a
representative of the union to do a
speaking tour of local workplaces.

We went out to the streets armed
with a megaphone. a ghetto blaster
(‘Free Nelson Mandela’, ‘Winds of
Change’, etc), stickers, buckets,

By Pat Markey

We also

and a display we borrowed from
Anti-Apartheid. We raised £81.76
in two hours. Excellent!

Last Saturday there was an all-
day ‘Artists Against Apartheid’ gig
in town organised by a local youth
group. So we went collecting and
building for the gig. We raised
£47.86. We had a stall at the gig,
So we went along and raised the
issue of fighting in support of
workers in South Africa, and ex-
plained about the LPYS.

We collected quite a few names
of youth who thought we are doing
good things. So we are going out
on the streets again,

We are building solidarity, and
building our YS and at the same
time it's good fun!

Witchhunt in Scotland

The witch-hunt took a new
turn at Scottish LPYS con-
ference, held on 21 and 22
February at Portobello Halls in
Edinburgh.

The regional committee of the
LPYS asked visitors to leave, as
there were to be delegate-only
workshops at the insistence of the
NEC of the Labour Party.

A broadsheet was then issued to
conference delegates: ‘aims’ and

Socialist Organiser is
holding its 1987 AGM
on 28-29 March in Lon-
don. We'll be discuss-
ing Ireland, women's
liberation, South
Africa, and plans for
next year. If you're in-
terested in coming,
contact PO Box 823,
London SE15 4NA.
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By Peter Burton

Socialist Organiser Public
Meeting.

Imperialism Today. 15
March at 7.30 p.m. Man-
chester Town Hall.

STAND

Socialist Organiser stands for
workers’ liberty, East and
West. We aim to help organise
the left wing in the Labour
Party and trade unions to fight

‘tasks’ were two headings. The
‘aims’ were 1. To look at the
Charter for Young People. 2. To
discuss campaigning activities on
issues in the Chagter that will in-
volve young peeple locally.

The ‘tasks’ were 1. In your
group, look at the Charter for
Young People. 2. Select one issue

which you consider of particular

importance. 3. Discuss what event
or series of activities you can
organise to highlight this issue and
the party’s policy, in a way that
would involve young people in
yvour area. 4. Construct the points
of your discussion on a big chart
and elect a spokesperson to report
on behalf of the group.

In the workshops, it was made
clear that the Charter was ot up
for political debate, i.e. no
criticism of the policies of the
Charter was allowed.

To the evident satisfaction of the
overseers was Militant’s total com-
plicity in the proceedings.

Socialist Organiser
Readers’ Meeting.

What sort of Labour Party?
Northampton Centre
Against Unemployment,
3-7 Hazlewood Rd., Nor-
thampton. Thursday 12
March at 7.30 p.m.

to replace cap italism with
working class socialism.
We want public ownership

of the major enterprises and a.

planned economy under
workers’ control. We want
democracy much fuller than
the present Westminster system
— a workers’ democracy, with
elected representatives
recallable at any time, and an
end to bureaucrat’s and
management’s privileges.
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Poster
available
£5.50 for
100, £3 for
50, from
Youth
Fightback,
33
Hackworth
Point, E3.

Glasgow campaign ‘turns

out’ to youth

Youth Plghthack supporters in

Glasgow learned and

demonstrated the importance
to young

of ‘turning out’
working class people new to

politics, during Tom Rigby’s
speaking tour here on 19-20

February.
“ Our most
were those held in the Gorbals, at
Langside Further Education Col-
lege and in Camburslang Miners
Welfare.

By contrast our
Glasgow University and at Scottish
YS conference (in Portobello),
were both scuppered and boycot-

ted by the sectarian has-beens of

the Democratic Left and the Mili-
tant.

The Gorbals Labour Youth
meeting held on the Friday night
was particuarly good — we showed
a video of the Metal and Allied
Workers’ Union as well as hanng
Tom speak.

The 25 or s0 people hung amund
afterwards for a social which was

wild as the unplentiful drink
available would allow.
The comrades involved in

building for the Gorbals meeting
had, earlier in the week, collected
as much money as the Citizens

Viraj Mendis will stay. Stop
all deportations now! Con-
ference, Church of the
Ascension, off Royce Road,
Hulme, Manchester. 10.30
am, Saturday 11 April to
5.00 p.m., Sunday 12 Apiril.

Labour Party Black Sec-
tions. AGM, Saturday 14

Socialism can never be built
in one country alone. The
workers in every country have
more in common with workers
in other countries than with
their own capitalist or Stalinist
rulers. We support national
liberation struggles and
workers’ struggles world-wide,

including the struggle of
workers and oppressed
nationalities in the Stalinist

states against their own anti-

SUBSCRIBE!

Get Socialist Organiser each week delivered 1o you door by
post. Rates: £8.50 for six months, £16 for a year.

Please send me 6/12 months’ sub. | enclose f...
J To: Socialist Organiser, PO Box 823, London SE15 4NA.

Brian McKenna

Theatre crowd could be made to " dom must prevent the passage
cough up. The money will be going 2% of 411 of the 100 million or so

to Students of Young Azania.

meetings at }

successful meetings § =@

SOUTH AFRICA: POWER
TO THE WORKERS

Available from:
33, Hackworth Point,

London E3, 25p plus 18p p&p. -

March,

dra Makanji, 41
Road, London N22 (01- 889
7?34)

‘‘Hear AZAPO Speak’’.
Friends Meeting House, 52 :
St Martin’s Lane,

WC2. Friday 6 March 1.30 7
p.m.

socialist bureaucracies.
We stand:

For full equality for women, i

in Nottingham. For [
further details contact Naren- r.r
Darwin
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Les Hearn’s
CIENCE COLUMN

The main way that Human
Immuno-deficiency Virus
(HIV) spreads is through
‘““anprotected’’ sexual inter-
course.

Campaigns against AIDS

w» have suggested that people in
2 high
i themselves
. doms so how,safe are these?

risk groups protect
by wearing con-

In principle, very! A con-

= sperms produced by a man
= during an ejaculation. sperms

oooare

very small i1ndeed;

=i lengthways, a millimetre would
= accommodate a dozen or so,
= widthways, over 300 would fit
i into a millimetre. Clearly, any

=% condom must

not contain

holes greater than a sperm’s
- width, i.e. about 3 micrometres
2 (um) — 3 thousandths of a

2 millimetre.

As the diagram shows, the

other organisms that a condom

wn smaller
= Gonococcus,
¥ that

L L)
ttttt

is expected to stop are much
than a sperm.
the bacterium
causes gonorrhoea, is
about a quarter of a sperm’s
width, while HIV is about one
thirtieth.

Waterproof
Now, condoms are designed
to be waterproof and airtight.

Since air and water molecules
== are ‘about 2000 times smailer

Londun;ﬁﬁ

than HIV, everything should
be OK. The few studies of the
role of condoms in reducing in-
fection indeed show that they
do cut the risk of sexually
transmitted diseases. But they

'!:!*; do not abolish the risk.

Condoms are made very
carefully and are extensively
tested before sale. One method

.-:-:: tests whether a condom allows
wii an  electric current to pass.
»= Rubber is an insulator but any

holes :
s through. Another is to give the

and social provision to free ::
women from the burden of i
housework. For a mass work- "

deportations and all immigra-

tion controls.

gays.
Ireland, with

For equality for lesbians and

For a united and free
some federal ::

system to ‘protect the rights of

the Protestant minority.

For left unity in action; clari-

ty in debate and discussion.
For a

file,
capitalism.

labour movement i |
accessible to the most oppress-
ed, accountable to its rank and
and militant against

We want Labour Party and i
trade union members who sup-

port our basic ideas to become
supporters of the paper — to
take a bundle of papers to sell
each week and pay a small con-
tribution to help meet the
paper’s deficit. Our policy is
democratically controlled by

our supporters through Annual

General Meetings and an
elected National Editorial
Board.

will allow electricity

condom a charge of static elec-
tricity. Rubber holds such a
charge well (try rubbing a
balloon on wool and then stick

ing class based women’s move- i it to the wall) but any holes will
= allow the charge to leak away

Against racism, and against

'How protective
R

faster.

Condoms have to be of the
correct strength and this is
tested by filling with water or
air or by stretching. Some tests
require the condom to hold 300
ml (over half a pint) of water
for one minute without
bursting. Another requires it to
hold three litres (five pints). In
Holland, a condom must hold
25 litres, (five and a half
gallons) of air without
bursting. Condom rubber must

 stretch over six times its length

before tearing.

Impressive

These are very impressive
tests since no condom would
be required to put up with this
treatment in normal use.
however, not all condoms are
tested and a small failure rate is
allowed for. In Britain, only
one in every hundred condoms
is tested out of each batch. The
batch is passed as long as not
more than one in 2000 is faul-
ty.

Thus, even with correctly us-
ed condoms, sperms and germs
can get through. Now we come
to the human factor. Eight in a
thousand British couples who
use condoms ‘‘properly and
consistently’’ become preg-
nant. Young people who are
less likely to use them correctly
can have an unplanned
pregnancy rate of some 10%.

True, sperms can swim while
HIVs can’t, but even so there is
some scope for failure in the
advice to ‘‘protect yourself”’
with a condom.

Efforts

Efforts must be made to im-
prove this protection. One way
is better education — sperms
and germs can leak out before
the man ejaculates so the con-
dom should be worn
throughout sexual contact.
Another way is to add some
chemical substance to the rub-
ber. Already there is evidence
that one spermicide, Nonoxyl-
9, can kill HIV.

(Information and diagram
from New Scientist).




® Reviews

Even In the jungle
there’'s no escape

Belinda Weaver
reviews ‘The
Mosquito Coast’.

What do you do if you think your
father is trying to kill you? That
is the problem facing young
Charlie in the film ‘The Mosquito
Coast’.

Charlie’s father, Allie Fox, is a
genius inventor and visionary who
tears his wife and four children away
from the poison of American con-
sumer life to find salvation in the
jungles of the Mosquito Coast
(Belize, in the film).

When Allie’s drive becomes
obsessive, and his actions begin to
threaten the family’s survival,
Charlie agonises over what to do. It’s
tragic. Charlie has always idolised his
genius father, and seen the world
through Allie’s eyes.

As Allie turns from an eccentric in-
to an unbridled, half-mad tyrant,
Charlie has to find his own vision.
When he discovers Allie is a liar and
dangeorus, his world is turned upside
down, and his only wish is to escape
with the rest of the family from
Allie’s clutches.

Narrates-

Charlie narrates the film, and it is
the father-son relationship that drives
the story forward. The wife, played
by Helen Mirren, is left as a blank.

We get a sense of why she puts up
with Allie’s unpredictability when she
gets excited by his enthusiasm for
their new way of life, but we don’t
see her confidence in him leaking
away as things turn out badly. The
role doesn’t develop, which is a waste
of Helen Mirren’s talents.

Allie wants to leave America,
which has become a ‘toilet’, and
bring civilisation to the natives of the
Mosquito Coast. He buys a village up
river, sight unseen, and sets off in a
tiny boat with his family. The village
is hardly functioning, but Allie soon
gets everybody working.

Through hard work, gardens are
dug and planted, and homes built,
but Allie’s ingenuity alone provides
the finishing touches — irrigation,
running water, fans, even an ice-
making machine. It seems the Garden
of Eden. Yet like the other Garden of
Eden, it has a serpent — Allie

Harrison Ford plays Allie Fox, the eccentric missionary.

himself.

Allie isn’t satisfied with the thriv-
ing community he has built. He is like
a climber who conquers one peak on-
ly to pine for a taller one. He is
driven on to seek out other more
isolated peoples to whom he can br-
ing his civilisation, his ice.

This indirectly causes the disaster
that destroys Allie’s paradise,
pollutes the river, and drives the
villagers into the arms of the mis-
sionary, Reverend Spellgood. Allie
and his family are cast up on a beach,
owning nothing but the flotsam
washed up by the tide.

After this disaster, the family want
a haven. But Allie feels freed by the
loss of everything. He wants to start
again from scratch. As before, he
carries them with him by the sheer

force of his drive, but there are
grumblings, and the beginnings of
doubt. Allie turns away Haddy, the
one friend they have had throughout.

Allie has become a despot.
Everyone has to do things his way.
He forces the family to live his way
against their own wishes. Any want
on their part is seen as treachery.

Obsessive

But the more obsessive he gets, the
more his judgement is clouded, and
the more at risk his family. Allie has
lost the sense of danger. They have
kept it.

At times, you find it hard to
believe that the family would stick
with him. you yearn for Helen Mir-
ren to clout Allie over the ear, or pick

. pands

Is Paul Simon a sell-out?

The cultural boycott of South
Africa has been used in a bizarre

way against Paul Simon.

Simon recorded his best-selling
‘Gracelands’ album in South Africa,
with the help of African musicians.
Many people in Britain who have no
previous experience of popular
African music have widened their
musical horizons.

However, Artists Against Apar-
theid claim that the act of recording
the album in South Africa breaks
their line of no performance/recor-
ding in South Africa, and thus Simon
is now on the Artists Against Apar-
theid offenders’ list.

Simon himself claims that he had
prior approval from the ANC, but
some ANC leaders are now for the
‘boycotting’ of Simon’s music,

Two well-known South African
anti-apartheid musicians, Hugh
Maskela and Miriam Makeba, have

RACE
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By Payman Rezai

decided to tour with Simon. Within
the popular ‘left” press this has been
portrayed as a great sell-out. It’s like-
ly that Artists Against Apartheid will
picket any live performance by
Simon.

‘Isolate apartheid’ has been a
catch-phrase and a basic starting
point for the Anti-Apartheid move-
ment for many vears.

Socialist Organiser, over the years,

has criticised the way this position is

used to forbid links not only with the
South African regime, but also with
those fighting against it. We have
argued for the positive policy of
direct links — specially referring to
those fostered with the young and
militant trade union movement.

The same problem arises with the
‘cultural boyecott” of South Africa.

On one level, of course, every
genuine anti-apartheid campaigner 1s
for the picketing, boycotting, etc., of
any group of people who are over
here for the purpose of defending the
racist apartheid regime. However the
boycott has been used in an arbitrary
manner.

The cultural level and the political
level should mirror one another. In
contrast to the general drift of the
Anti-Apartheid Movement, we

“should be for the development of

‘cultural links’ of all sorts with anti-
apartheid South Africans.

does know how to

stronger than their doubts.

left, Allie was disgusted by America,
where ‘we eat when we’re not
hungry, drink when we’re not thirsty,
buy what we don’t want, and throw
away everything that’s useful’.

start again from scratch.

Yet Allie’s story could be an i Cé Kay. :
allegory for capitalism. In its drive to = nice with it. She got five A levels,
seek new markets, capitalism ex- :i
into hitherto undeveloped ::: !
=2 bridge was the natural choice.
countries for gain. To make this

this i

countries. It seeks to exploit those

palatable, capitalism calls
‘progress’ or ‘civilisation’.
The villagers in the jungle didn’t

ask visionary Allie to bring them his :::
yvet he foists himself on :i:
them as if he were on a God-given : (I hate that term “‘well read”” — I’d
mission. They have little choice but ::: Never ¢ . :
to knuckle under. Then their home is i university. This seemingly harmless
the river polluted, and &
they.are forced to flee where they

‘progress’,

destroyed,

can. Sounds famihar?

Industries which have exhausted an ::
area, or have had severe accidents :
which s
uninhabitable, can simply move on to
greener pastures, and set about the &
same thing again, as Allie does in the :::
film, having destroyed the lives of :i

make the region

those he supposedly came to help.

Many people seek to turn their
backs on society. Seeing the world ::

we learn
at school

‘theatrical

- on the

What

By Tracy Williams

Last week I watched a pro-
gramme called ‘‘Privileges’’
about a group of Oxford students
preparing for their annual
bash. If there’s
anything I can’t bear it’s wat-

ching the middle classes at play,

but the programme stirred
memories of my own education.
I went to a secondary modern. I

imagine it was fairly typical. We had
- a French teacher who thought he was
== Hitler, a Mrs Harrop who delighted

= in catching people smoking, a five

Allie sees any return to America as

death. Looking around before he i so the teachers suggested she got a

i job as a secretary in ICL Such a
- waste.

B o e P S b i B
I O

- L L] L)
LONUE B B
LI LI - -

2 foot 2 Mr Foley who always wore
i platform shoes, and a curriculum to

match.

Pythagoras

[ can remember our maths teacher

+: introducing us to Pythagoras and
w: thinking who was this Pythagoras
iz bloke sent here to complicate mat-
v ters.

It was supposed to ‘‘develop one’s

w7 logical stamina’’! Actually, it meant
» that me and Karen White cheated
= because we couldn’t understand the

up the kids and go. But they are so :

cut off that you fear for them. Allie ::

survive, even - tre — overcrowded, and we usually

though he is mad. His conviction is i went home thinking ‘well, that was a

s waste of time’.

friggin’ thing.
Our school was a bit like a job cen-

Helen Smith was a
real whizz-kid at science subjects —

My own particular forte was
‘““home economics’’ or, how to be a

= good housewife. I wonder what Mrs

It is capitalist society that Allie Potts (apt name, eh?) would think of
hates, with its drive for expansion ::: me being a revolutionary — she

that fosters consumerism. He doesn’t i would probably ask you how long it

want to try to change it, though. His took to microwave it.

answer is to turn his back on it and I :
=t of a young woman in our. VI form

The sorriest plight of all was that
called Kay. Kayv was a real swot, but

four of which were grade A!
The teachers assumed that Cam-

Outcast

Although exceptionally bright and
“‘well read’’ she was a social outcast.

never come across it till I went to
little phrase is much used by the

CamillaS and Philippas during
freshers’ week — it’s riddled with so

much middle class snobbery).

threatened by nuclear war makes ::

people frightened. Many people, like
Allie Fox, loathe the deadening con- :::

sumerism of capitalist society.

Yet even in the jungle there is no :::

escape. The only answer i1s to stay

and fight to overthrow the capitalist

system.

Kay soon found that her Hu'me

;- Counties chums couldn’t quite take

to someone from Widnes.

I mean, Widnes of all places. Oh
the stigma of it!- |
She got into huge debt trying to
keep up with the social circle — she
nearly had a nervous breakdown and
had to leave after less than a year’s

study!

I don’t think Kay. is untypical.
Many of us go through the education
system either feeling out of place or
that all this stuff about coffee from
Brazil, Rasputin or Laurie Lee has
little to do with our lives or
““‘prospects’’
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NOLS

By Jane Ashworth

The student movement and the
labour movement have made not
an inch of progress as a result of
last weekend’s conference of the
National Organisation of Labour
Students (NOLS).

The same problems still beset
NOLS and the National Union of
Students and in fact one particular
problem — the position of NOLS on
the Middle East — has become even
more confused.

NOLS still has a pro-Palestinian
position which, as far as it goes, is
fine. And the campaign mandates are

to most motions up for discussion.
But NOLS now has no position on
whether or not the Israeli Jews have
the right to a state. Both the
‘democratic secular state’ position
and the ‘two states’ line were voted
down.

The past practices of the
‘Democratic Left’ are to blame for
the defeat of the ‘two state’ position,
both organisationally and politically.

Organisationally, the ‘‘English”’
wing of the ‘Democratic Left’, which
is less Stalinist than the Scottish wing
and supported the ‘two states’ posi-
tion, run the NOLS machinery. They
carved out enough members of
Socialist Students in NOLS (SSiN) to
guarantee that the ‘two states’ posi-
tion fell.

Politically, they are also to blame.
The ‘Democratic Left’ habitually de-
nounces anyone who even vaguely
criticises a liberation movement —
the ANC, PLO or the Sandinistas.
That made their task of arguing for
‘two states’ difficult so the
predominantly English ‘Democratic
Left’ tried to explain that the PLO
did in fact support Israel’s right to
exist and therefore it was legitimate
for NOLS to do the same.

But the General Union of Palesti-
nian Students were organising against
the ‘two states’ position, leaving the
‘Democratic Left’ high and dry.

It remains to be seen how the in-
coming National Committee will in-
terpret the policy and what they
choose to present to NUS in the
debate that must surely come next
Christmas.

The National Committee elections
returned the ‘Democratic Left’ slate.

- The number of opposition delegates

carved out of conference was, predic-
tably, big enough to give the
‘Democratic Left’ a majority.

The status of the chairperson-elect,
Neil Usher, is in some doubt as it ap-
pears that he is not a member of
NOLS. The secretary of the Labour
Club he says he belongs to claims
never to have given him a member-
ship card.

Militant intend to sue. Their
frustration at the repeated abuses of
the rule book is well understandable
but their decision to sue — if they
carry it out — is wrong.

Instead there needs to be a com-
plete compilation of evidence which
condemns the National Committee of
NOLS as corrupt, dirty bureaucrats
who will run down the organisation if
that is what is needed to protect
themselves and their kind.

The evidence will also call into
question the honesty of the Labour
Party national executive committee,
who have sat back and been complicit
in the corruption.

For years now NOLS has been run
by charlatans who are not represen-
tative of the clubs. The NEC have
moved in to prop up the ‘Democratic
Left’ faction, and the Student
Organiser who oversees NOLS must
be well aware of what is going on and
does not appear to have made any at-
tempt to curb the abuses.

The time has come for the wider
labour movement to be involved in a
campaign to clear up NOLS.

Contact SSiN at 54A Peckham
Rye, London SE15.

Manchester
= budget crisis — so often promis-

carved again

= arrived.

City Cuun{:ll’
ed and postponed — has finally

Even with a whole range of

i creative accounting measures, in-
v cluding selling the ground that
w2 schools and other council buildings
w:: stand on and leasing it back, the gap
: between income and expenditure is
=i £33 million.

This gap, it seems, cannot be

bridged by any more of the clever
+: tricks that have been used in previous
i years.

Obvious

The news has sent shock waves

= through the local Labour Party, even
= though it has been obvious to people
gt for years that something like this was.
= bound to happen. The party, it
< SEems,
equally good — they were common s

has been lulled into a false
sense Df security that the crisis could

w2 once again be avoided — and the
+i= Labour Group leadership, who must
:z have known differently, did nothing
:: to discourage this complacency.

The City Party, at a recent

By Mark Osborn

i The Labour Party is currently cir-
= culating a document round its
“i: constituent organisations asking
=2 for opinions on a number of pro-
:: posals to change the structure of
its youth wing.

The first response activists should

7 make is to demand that these con-
= troversial discussions are held afrer
= the next General Election.

As to the detail: a proposal to form

Youth Campaign Committees at

i regional - and #national levels is
= reasonable, provided that the
= organisations involved each retain

Z their independence. YCCs should be
=2 bodies that coordinate youth work —
»:w nothing more.

Members of the committees should

be elected representatives under 26.
= 'We can live without appointees or old
e folk.

The Labour Party Young

2 Socialists’ Militant majority propose
i committees of: 3 LPYS; 3 union
= youth sections;
- and one from Red Wedge. This seems
= fair enough.

3 Labour Students

The Party’s leadership wants to see

2t the LPYS representative on the Na-
=% tional Executive Committee elected
w by a ‘broader’ franchise. This should
= be opposed.

Neil Kinnock does not like the

= politics of those representing the
= LPYS on the NEC. 1 don’t either.
= But those who disagree should do
: what Youth Fightback supporters are
=+ doing — organise for their politics in
i bureaucracy.

instead of resorting to

Positive proposals should be made

2 about the LPYS national conference.
= We demand: proper standing orders
=i and a national committee that is
=z elected by conference,
= tional representation, to ensure that
= minorities have a fair say at all levels.

by propor-

What about the delegates to na-

2 tional conference?

The Campaign for Labour Party
Democracy is circulating a model
response to the Labour National Ex-
ecutive proposals on youth organisation.

This response declares:

*Youth campaign commiitees would
have a valuable role in co-ordinating cam-
paigning, but their composition and
remits must ensure that all members are
below 26 and are accountable to their
organisations, and that youth campaign

" commiltees do not become a substitute
2 for a strong and independent LPYS, nor
= the LPYS National Committee.
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By Pete Keenlyside

meeting, laid down a clear policy for
a budget. This was: no cuts in jobs or
services; no rent increase; a rate in-
crease around the level of inflation:
the use of creative accounting
measures; and a deferred budget if
this should prove necessary, with a
campaign to explain these policies.

Instead of working out how to im-
plement this, certain leading elements
in the Labour Group and Party are
now running around trying to get
these policies changed. What they
now want is a rent and rate rise to
meet the gap.

The figures they are talking about
are rate increases of between 25%
and 35% and rent increases of bet-
ween £1.30 and £3.25 per week.

The arguments they are using to
justify the abandoning of City Party
policy have a familiar ring to them.
There is no time to mount a cam-
paign before the budget has to be set.

Deficit budgets are illegal and
councillors wouldn’t vote for it. The
deficit budget may put jobs and ser-
vices at risk when the money runs out
and the unions wouldn’t support it.

LPYS conference could obviously
of delegates from union youth sec-
tions, given a weight in the con-
ference which does not swamp out
the local groups. This could bind the
party and unions closer together,
strengthening the movement and in-
creasing the influecne of socialist
politics among young workers.

Right now, union members should
be arguing for democratic youth sec-
tions to be set up in unions where
they do not exist. They must be open
bodies with adequate funding and
room for debate.

What about the inclusion of
Labour Students (NOLS)? Many
NOLS members are not in the
Labour Party and they should be en-
couraged to join and become active
outside colleges in LPYS branches.

NOLS members should have their
be strengthened by the incorporation

_
- CLPD on youth

*Reducing the age limit to 21 would
have a disastrous effect on LPYS activity.
*LPYS conference, as well as continu-
ing to elect the NEC representative,
- should elect the LPYS National Commit-
tee, which should include reserved places
for young black and women members.
The model response is endorsed by
CLPD, Socialist Organiser, Black Sec-
tions, Women’s Action Committee, and
Socialist Action. Copies can be got from
CLD, 10 Park Drive, London NWI11.
Submissions must be sent to the NEC by
29 May.

TUC ybuth conference. Photo: Sefan Cagoni, Reﬁoﬁ.—

Taken in 15c}latmn all these points
are true enough. But the City Council
isn’t being-run in isolation.

It is operating in a period of ever-
increasing attacks on working class
living standards and in the run up to
an election. _

Putting up the rent and rates will
be a disaster in electoral terms.
Working people will resent being
made to pay for the Tories’ cuts and
it will cause demoralisation and con-
fusion among party activists.

Lost

 All we have gained from the Tories
In recent years could be lost as a
result, and the winning of the one
non-Labour seat in Manchester at the
general election put at risk.

Even if workers are prepared to
swallow these increases, what about
next year? The situation is likely to be
much worse then, with or without a
Labour government. 100% rate rises
and £10 a week rent increases?

Fighting the Tories now is never an
easy option. It is made that much
harder if the need for a fight isn’t ex-

say in the YS conference through
LPYS branches. NOLS has its own
conference. At present it is based
mainly 1In universities and
polytechnics. These more middle-
class sectors should not be allowed to
swamp working-class youth in the
LPYS.

Militant propose that NOLS is in-
volved in the new LPYS conference
structure at a very minimal level of
one delegate per thousand members
— less than one percent of the con-
ference. If participation is held at this
level it is not a big deal, but once the
principle is accepted, it could be the
thin end of the wedge of greater Kin-
nockite influence throught he LCC-
type NOLS leadership.

The suggestion to reduce the YS
age limit to 21 should be completely
rejected.

[t is cynical and hypocritical — be-
ing made by people who also support
the setting up of trade union youth
sections with a maximum age of 25.
The age reduction in the LPYS would
stop young union activists being in-
volved in wider political activity
through their local LPYS branches.

Immediately all the most ex-
perienced YS members — indeed, the
majority of all present YS members
— will be kicked out. The LPYS will
be softened up for manipulation and
further attack. It will lose the chance
to develop any experienced or solid
leadership of its own.

The right wing are claiming that
the experience of Youth CND proves

Labour Party @

Manchester s budget crunch

plained and the fight itself put off
year after year.

Yet there is no other option that
doesn’t involve raising the white flag.
The call for action from the Labour
Group and the City Party, clearly ex-
plained and argued for, could even at
this late stage win widespread sup-
port.

It could lay the basis for defeating
the Tories at the polls and forcing an
incoming Labour government to
rescue Labour councils from the mess.
they are in.

The City Party in Manchester

‘spent ten years trying to get a council

leadership that was prepared to take
on the Tories. We didn’t fight all that
time just to put the rents and rates up
by record amounts.

If the Labour Group ducks this
fight then it will be no better than the
one that went before it. The City Par-
ty must maintain its present position
on the budget and force the Labour
Group to carry it out.

Socialist Organiser supporters will
be fighting for this demand and we
urge all other militants in the Man-
chester Labour Party to join with us.

that a youth movement with a max-
imum age of 21 can work. In fact
YCND shows just the opposite. Most
of the branches of the early '80s have
fallen apart. There were only around
80 people at their February 1987 con-
fernec.

YCND was an easy victim of the
CND leadership when its policy
became too radical.

On the positive side we can ad-
vocate that the LPYS budget should
be pumped up to £50,000 a year and
not continually cut back. The Labour
Party NEC should declare its inten-
tion to keep the post of LPYS full-
time organiser. |

However, within the LPYS some
questions must be asked. The LPYS
1s an easy target for the Kinnockites
because it is a dreadful organisation.
Y'S activsts must organise to fight and
drive out the Militant leadership. In
the battle we should advocate and use
a style of campaigning that links up
our socialist politics with Red Wedge-
type of activities.

Right now we should be asking:

*Why, if even Youth Fightback —
a small group — has produced
leaflets, petitions, model motions,
etc., about the attacks on the LPYS,
h;s qthe LPYS leadership not done
this?

*Why has the LPYS not organised
public rallies, etc., to gather support?

*How does the LPYS plan to take
the battle into the unions if its own
trade union/industrial fractions only
meet at conference?




The campaign against the im-
plementation of the Fowler
Reviews received a severe setback
on 17 February.

The Broad Left-controlled DHSS
Section Executive Committee of the
CPSA withdrew its instruction to
members about non-cooperation
with the training for the new Social
Fund.

The Broad Left has been cam-
paigning for the past year among
members and in conjunction with the
National Campaign Against Social

BISTRATHCLYDERE

Library
dispute

By Brian McKenna

The 270 staff employed by
Strathclyde regional council’s
educational library services are
currently on official all-out and
indefinite strike over regrading
claims.

For five years now library workers
have been demanding to be paid
similar wages to other education
staff. At the moment many ex-
perienced librarians with degrees,
etc., earn less than £119 per week.
Support staff are even worse off with
half of them below the poverty line.

So far the council’s ruling Labour
Group have behaved with their usual
arrogance. For example, in compiling
their report on regradings they did
not visit one single library.

Labour Party bodies in the region
should condemn ‘the council whose
actions yet again show the need for
an accountability campaign.

Other NALGO members should
obviously be wading in with support.

Major employers are
discriminating against black
youth in their YTS schemes, ac-
cording to a report released last
week.

The Youth Employment and
Training Resource Unit in Birm-
ingham has published ‘confidential’
figures supplied to it by Paul
Mackney, a trade union represen-
tative on the Area Manpower Board,
the committee which monitors YTS
schemes.

21 per cent of school-leavers in Bir-
mingham are black. But only 14% of
YTS trainees are black. Only 5.8% of
trainees on employers’ schemes are
black, and 5.3% on Industrial Train-
ing Board schemes.

These are the schemes which offer
trainees a better chance of a job after
their time on YTS. Black trainees end
up in Training Workshops and Com-
munity Projects run by the Man-
power Services Commission itself. So
51% of white YTS trainees get jobs
on leaving YTS while 78% of Asians
and 76% of Afro-Caribbeans leave
YTS for the dole (figures for Birm-
ingham, April to December 1985).

Some major employers take on no
black trainees. Safeway Stores,
Foster Menswear, and Lucas
Aerospace Clerical, all had no black
trainees among the 30-plus they each
took on between September 1984 and
November 1986.

Others had tiny numbers of black
trainees in the same period: Lucas
Aerospace Engineering had one black
trainee out of 38, Land Rover had 2
out of 107, and Newey and Eyre had
1 out of 111.

All the employers, the report em-
phasises, have given assurances to the
Manpower Services Commission that
they are equal-opportunities
employers. Yet they operate inequali-
ty. The MSC has all the figures but
does nothing about it. |

The report demands proper im-

By Steve
Battlemuch, CPSA
DHSS Section
Executive
Committee, in a
personal capacity.

Security Cuts for outright opposition
to implementation of the Act, after a
motion was passed at last year’s con-
ference.

Some minor parts of the Act had
already been implemented by the
department but training for the new
Social Fund will be the first major
test for union opposition to the Act.
Implementation of the Act will have
severe repercussions for staff and
claimants alike.

Tension will be increased in of-
fices, more staff will be cut, and
claimants will suffer an even worse
benefit system to the one they cur-
rently have to endure.

When the Section Executive Com-
mittee (SEC) issued its first major
leaflet to members asking for non-
cooperation, the DHSS management
issued a writ against the CPSA saying
we were breaching the 1974 Trades
Unions and Labour Relations Act.
The Section’s officers, under the in-
struction of the new general
secretary, John Ellis, withdrew the
offending lines in the circular.

Ellis wrote a grovelling apology to
the department promising in future
to send them draft copies of our cir-
culars before we send them out!

At the special SEC meting on 17
February called to discuss this and
the results of a consultation exercise
on non-cooperation, Militant sup-
porters on the executive led the fight
to overturn Broad Left policy. They
put a motion, seconded by the Broad

—BIRMINGHAI!I_
Racism on YTS

By Anne Mack

plementation by the MSC of its own
equal opportunities policy; full
publication of the recruitment
figures; and a minimum quota of
black trainees (say 20 per cent) for all
employers.

A TRADE unionist’s principled stand has
helped expose racism on Youth Training
Schemes in the Birmingham and Solihull
area. Paul Mackney, vice-president of
Birmingham Trades Council and a NAT-
FHE representative on the MSC Area
Manpower Board, refused to keep quiet
about a ‘confidential’ report.

Despite a statement by the chair of the
AMB ‘deploring’ Paul’s action, the AMB
meeting on 26 February effectively back-
ed Paul Mackney by deciding that all
future reports of this sort should be made
public.

BT -ty LD R T e

Left 84 members on the executive,
which withdrew the blanket instruc-
tion to members on non-cooperation,
even though we had just received the
results of the consultation exercise
which showed a small majority in
favour of the action, albeit on a very
low poll.

They argued that the odds against
the Section were too high and that we
should regroup our forces and try to
fight another day. We should fight
on the industrial issues and not the
political issues.

Ten Broad Left members opposed
the sell-out and argued that we
should uphold Section conference
policy and attempt to fight Fowler.
We argued that to make a distinction
between industrial and political issues
was wrong, as all the issues were in-
terrelated.

When the vote was moved the Mili-

tant motion was carried 14 votes to
10. The 14 voting for the motion in-
cluded nine Militant supporters.
Broad Left members should hold
Militant members to account for

Setback to Fowler fight

their actions. Once again CPSA has
given up without even attempting a
fight, but this time it was Militant
supporters, not Alistair Graham,
who led the way to the sell-out.

CPSA votes for fund

By Mike Grayson

The largest union in the civil ser-
vice has voted by 73% to 27% in
favour of establishing a political
fund.

Given that there was little sign of a
campaign from CPSA’s right wing
leadership, this is an encouraging
result. Although only some 55% of
union members took part in the vote,
this is partly explained by the limited

i S S

No bargaining, no trade union
negotiation — if you don’t like it
you can go elsewhere. That’s the
ultimatum laid down to teachers
by the Tory government.

This week the Tories announced
the details of the pay and conditions
they are going to impose. Pay for
head teachers will be a bit more than
previously planned, but the great ma-
jority of teachers will get very little.

At the same time they are going to
be legally forced to cover for absent
colleagues for up to three days.
Teachers in many areas have been
boycotting any such cover, insisting

Teachers protest. Photo: Report.

Teachers plan strikes

that local authorities recruit enough
reserve staff to accommodate
absences.

The two main teachers’ unions, the
NUT and the NAS/UWT, have
ballotted their members for a series
of half-day strikes in protest at the
Tory measures. These are due to start
on 9 and 16 March.

Even the ultra-conservative
AMMA is balloting for half-day
strikes.

The NUT conference meets at
Easter, and a resolution from the In-
ner London Teachers’ Association
saying that teachers should not cover
at all for absence is top priority for
debate.

NUJ strike on new tech

For over two weeks, the NUJ
chapel of the Sheffield Star has
been on strike after the manage-
ment forced new technology onto
the workforce, refusing to
negotiate their introduction with
the union.

Sue Heseltine from the strike com-
mittee told Socialist Organiser that
““The management were forcing us to
train on technology before any agree-
ment had been struck with the union.
On the day training was to start,
three journalists refused to par-
ticipate and were suspended straight
away. So we all stopped work and
have been on strike ever since.

““The three suspended journalists
were later reinstated but at a mass
meeting the NUJ voted to come out
demanding from management an
across the board wage increase and

By Gail Cameron

improved health and safety condi-
tions if the new technology was to be
accepted.”’

The Sheffield Star is part of the
United Newspaper Group who have,
throughout the country, been in-
troducing new technology and chang-
ing work agreements.

Meanwhile journalists at the South
Wales Argus were on strike for nine
weeks over similar issues and in Leeds
the calls for strike action were nar-
rowly defeated by one vote.

Strikers said that their strike would
have been stronger if action by NUJ
members working for United
Newspapers had been coordinated
but still they are confident of winn-
ing.

The strikers said the quality of
news story being printed has fallen

with management repeating stories
and using articles of two months ago.

Only one person voted against con-
tinuing the action. The general at-
titude was that management have got
more to offer but the battle hasn’t
even started yet.

We are going to set up mass
picketing in the early morning. The
chapel committee is going to ap-
proach the NGA for support. The
NUIJ has received support from the
Trades Council and various unions
are giving help and of course a con-
sumer boycott has gone out.

Sheffield City Council, while
mouthing support for the strikers,
continue to advertise in the paper.
The strike committee is calling all
wards and GCs to push resolutions
condemning the council and calling
for immediate withdrawal of adver-
tising.

time that was available to branches to
conduct the ballot and the fact that
the Treasury did not grant facilities
for discussion meetings.

The next step must be to affiliate
CPSA to the Labour Party. There is
likely to be discussion on this at the
Annual Conference in May. The
Broad Left must be ready to launch a
major campaign around this issue,
especially if the right are still in con-
trol of the Executive after the April
elections.

-WHEELERS-
Bosses stall

Leafleting is continuing in sup-
port of the Wheeler’s Restaurant
strikers.

The four strikers were offered
£21,000 in compensation by the
employers, and decided to accept.
But now the management are stall-
ing.
they have used the threat of
withdrawing the £21,000 to force the
strikers’ union, the TGWU, to call
off a demonstration, and to get the
TGWU to call off pickets.

Next leafleting: Thursday 5th, 6pm
to 8pm, from 152 Shaftesbury Ave.
Phone: 01-836 8291.

Bl CATERPILLARIE

2000 march

By Brian McKenna

Over 2000 people marched on
Saturday in support of the
workers occupying the en-
dangered Caterpillar plant in
Lanarkshire.

So far they have raised over £50,000
from collections. Almost all
Glaswegians sport a support sticker.

Links have been strengthened with
the Caterpillar workers at Leicester
and in France and Belgium. Dockers
at Dieppe are blocking Caterpillar
freights; but this blacking needs to be
spread further — especially to Hull
and Felixstowe,

The Caterpillar workers remain,
with their revival of the occupation
tactic, an inspiration. However, they
still need more official labour move-
ment support. Kinnock has promised
re-nationalisation if elected and
Strathclyde regional council should
provide subsidies to keep the plant
ticking over until then.

Bl ANCOATS I
SOLIDARITY

NEEDED

By Paul Woolley

The sit-in at Ancoats Hospital in
Manchester is now in its fifth
week. And the trade unionists
and local people involved are still
determined to win.

Each day an open meeting sorts
out sit-in rotas, money, etc. There is
also a discussion about what strategy
is needed to win.

Support from the local area con-
tinues and the sit-in constantly sends
speakers to labour movement
meetings, However it does seem that
the local trade union leaderships are
reluctant to maintain or step up the
solidarity action in other hospitals.

The Sit-in Action Group led a
march and rally in Manchester last
Saturday. Despite short notice, over
300 people turned out.

Send money and messages of sap-
port to: Ancoats Hospital Action
Group, Ancoats Casualty Sit-in, Old
Mill Street, Manchester 4.
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New anti-union laws will be cen-
tral to the Tory manifesto for the
next General Election.

The Tories published their pro-
posals last week, on 24 February.

*Even when a strike is entirely
legal, ballots and all, scabs will have
legal protection against any
disciplinary action by the union.

*The law requiring unions to ballot
before strikes will be strengthened by
giving union members the right to
take the union to court to stop it
striking and by imposing a legal duty
on union trustees to stop union funds
being spent illegally.

* A Commissioner for Trade Union
Affairs will be appointed, to provide
money to scabs wanting to take their
unions to court.

*Union executives will have to be
elected by posfal rather than
workplace ballots.

oUGIALIST

*The present limited conditions
under which a closed shop can be
legal will be scrapped.

The SDP/Liberal Alliance
welcomed the proposals, asking only
why the Tories had not done it
earlier.

The call for postal rather than
workplace ballgys gives the lie to the
Tories’ claim to be legislating for
democracy. The Tories’ own docu-
ment admits that in the unions’
political fund ballots workplace
voting was shown to produce a better
turn-out,

But, of course, those ballots went
against the Tories. Every union voted
to keep its political fund.

Workplace ballots allow union
members to hear the union point of
view and discuss with each other at or
around the time they vote. With
postal ballots, members are isolated

o

.........

John Harris.

at home, hearing only what the media
say.

It is also a strange sort of
democracy which would deprive the
unions of any means of enforcing
their majority decisions. The Tories
have a special outlook on democracy
in which the ‘rights’ of scabs and

Miners listen to the arguments at a _workplace meeting. Photo:

Tribunal backs my case

I have now had the written ver-
dict in my industrial tribunal
case.

The tribunal decided unanimously
that I was unfairly dismissed, and by
a majority that the reason for my
dismissal was that I ‘*had taken part
in the activities of an independent
trade union’’.

The judgement is quite lengthy,
running to ten pages, but it contains
some interesting pieces of informa-
tion.

Much to my surprise, past rulings
from Lord Scarman and Lord Denn-
ing are quoted on the rights that
workers should have.

These rights, according to them,
should include: access to the list of
employees; accommodation for
meetings; and access to telephones
and office facilities. Lord Denning
went so far ras to say ‘‘I cannot
believe that he (the manager) can
refuse any facilities whatsoever and
forbid any activities whatever...for
that would destroy the right Parlia-
ment says the workers should have.”’

The Coal Board could offer me my
job back straight away, but I’'m not
expecting that; or they could appeal
and draw the process out still further.
But this decision could severely test
Haslam’s statement that he would

Paul Whetton is secretary of
Bevercotes NUM, Notts.
look where remnstatement was possi-
ble and honour any tribunal deci-
sions.

Six-day week

The NUM has published a Coal
Board memorandum from 1973 pro-
posing the same changes to work
practices that they are trying to put
through now. British Coal claims
that the memo has no relevance to to-

day, but it has every relevance.

In 1965 seven-day working was in-
troduced at Bevercotes. After a strug-
gle, we got it kicked out, and we were
told then that this sort of agreement
would never be entertained again.

We were given those assurances,
and then in 1973, only a few years
later, the Coal Board was privately
saying something completely dif-
ferent. It underlines that you can
never trust the Coal Board.

If South Wales vote in these

changes, with six-day working for
Margam, it will split and isolate them
and undermine national agreements.
South Wales must reject these pro-
posals at their special conference this
weekend. They would be a disaster
for them and the whole union.

-

Why we lost at
Greenwich

On the Greenwich by-election, the
media has been obsessed with the
‘loony left’ factor. But if Deirdre
Wood is ‘hard left’, then God knows
where that leaves the rest of the pro-
spective Labour Party Parliamentary
candidates.

Thousands of voters in the consti-
tuency seem to have been conned by
this label, used by the Tories and the
SDP/Liberal Alliance. But we may as
well do away with the General Elec-
tion altogether and appoint people on
the basis of opinion polls if this tactic
is going to be used.

In fact we need more hard left can-
didates, not runaway Tories and
Liberals.

Kinnock should realise that what
we need is not watered-down policies,
but to state clearly what we stand for,
stand up to the pressure and push
forward on socialist policies.

is an incompetent idiot — that is
the conclusion of last week’s

employers figure much larger than
the collective rights of workers.

Only bad bureaucratic habits in the
labour movement have allowed the
Tories to seize the banner of
dmeocracy. The Tories, after all, are
no consistent democrats by any
reckoning: they run their own party
as an oligarchy, and they support the
House of Lords and the monarchy.

The labour movement must work
out its own plans for making itself
democratic without allowing the
capitalist courts to interfere. The
Labour leadership must be commit-
ted to full repeal of the Tory anti-
union laws, and a positive charter of
workers’ rights in their place. And we
must make sure that Labour wins the
election.

For a legal
right to strike!

Workers should have a legal right to
strike and to receive social security
benefits while on strike. Pickets
should have a legal right to stop
vehicles and speak to the drivers.
These are amiong the 40 points of a
Charter of Rights drafted by the
Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers
as a positive working-class alternative
to the Tories’ anti-union legislation.
The Charter would also oblige
employers to sack any scabs recruited
to take the place of strikers, and to
reinstate workers unfairly dismissed.
It says that all employment contracts
should contain minimum provisions
on holidays, sickness, time off and
pensions.
- The Charter also includes strong
equal opportunities measures. Copies
of the draft are available, price £1,
from John Hendy, 15 Old Square,
Lincolns Inn, London WC2A 3UH.

Reagan is stupid
— It's official

'The most powerful man on earth

Tower Commission report.

Ronald Reagan, whose finger is on
the trigger of enough nuclear
weaponry to kill us all several times
over, was at best ‘Absent Without
Leave’ as gung-ho warriors like
Oliver North channelled arms toIran
and to the Nicaraguan contras,

The report into the ‘Irangate’ scan-
dal in the US provided a terrible in-
dictment of the Reagan administra-
tion. It found among other things:

*That White House Chief of Staff
Donald Regan should ‘‘bear primary
responsibility’’ for the ‘‘chaos’
resulting after news of US arms sales
to Iran first surfaced.

*That former CIA head William
Casey knew about the Iran operation
but did not explain to Reagan that it
was risky to have Lt-Colonel North
running it,

*That Vice-Admiral John
Poindexter ‘‘failed grievously’’ in not
alerting Reagan to the risks in chan-
neling profits from the Iran arms deal
to the Nicaragun contras.

Incapable
It might be added that an implicit

:finding is that Reagan is incapable of

working these things out.

Tower says there is no evidence
that the President knew of the illegal
scheme to give the arms profits to the
contras. But it says there was an at-
tempted White House cover-up.

In some respects the Irangate scan-
dal remains obscure. But for certain
the Reagan administration have been
caught red-handed breaking their
own laws and their own policy on
‘fighting terrorism’. They have been
shown either to be liars or incompe-
tent idiots,

We need to throw out the capitalist
politicians and replace them by

working-class rule — before they
drag us all into World War II1.

" EXPERIENCES OF

A WOMAN -
BUILDING WORKER
Woman in a
‘Man’s Job’ is the
title of a new
pamphlet just out
by Socialist
Organiser columnist
Jean Lane. It
describes Jean’s
experiences as a
woman working on
a demolition job
and having to deal
with the sexism of
her male fellow-
workers. 24 pages,
price 50p plus 18p
post from SO, PO
Box 823, London
SE15 4NA.




